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~The Madonna 
By Charles Irvin Junkin 


HERE was sound of’ _angel voices, 
On that holy night of old ; 
There was radiance of vision 
Of a glory all untold ; 
And the stars looked down in wonder, 
From the soft Judean skies, : 
On the tears of tender gladness 
In a mother’s happy eyes, 
As the hour of lonely sorrow, 
With its terror, passed away 
In the vision of a morrow 
And the dawning of the Day, 


O maiden fair of Galilee ! 
O woman pure and sweet! 

The shepherds and the Magi bowed 
In reverence at thy. feet. 

O mother of the’Son of God! 
O.woman ever blest ! 

Within the shelter of thine arms 

° The King found love and rest. 


There is sound of human voices 
In a world that’s growing old ; 

There is lingering yet a darkness, 
And the winds are bleak and cold; 

And the stars look down in sadness 
From a sky yet chill and gray, 

For the-King of Love.is waiting 
Fora world that turns away 

From the little son of Mary, 
Who-would banish grief and téars ; 

And the hour of sorrow lengthens, 
And -the day of pain and fears. 


@ maidens fair! O maidens trie! 

O women pure and sweet ! 
_ Phe-noble and the peasant. bow 

In reverence at your feet. 

‘O-mothers of the sons of men! 
O woman on the throne! 

By love, by love, and motherhood, 
The King shall find his own! 


This week the International Graded Course Edition 
of The Sunday School Times ( January lessons) is issued. 
Copies may be had for six cents. For subscription 
rates, see page 650. 


Rich Pastures in Bible Study 

Those who have so mastered the Bible thax its 
contents have no fresh message to their lives are in 
no need of the Sunday-school. All others are. That 
this is becoming ever mere widely recognized is: seen 
by the fact that there are more mature men and women 
who are active members of the Sunday-school to-day 
than ever before in the life of the church. Adult 
Bible classes are multiplying so rapidly that the Inter- 
national Adult Department Superintendent, W. C. 
Pearce, now sets a high standard by issuing a call for 
the enrolment of 15,000 classes by March 5, 1910. 
On October 1 there were 8,439 classes enrolled. 
Therefore 6,561 additions are needed. . This goal) is 
not too high when we remember that there dare 
170,028 Sunday-schools in the field... The, Sunday 
School Times is now offering a very unusuai..oppor- 











tunity for the formation of new adult classes and for 
large increase in the membership of old classes, by 
its improved adult class help, four unique features of 
which are: a college president leading a class in 
Charles M. Sheldon'’s church, two months ahead of 
the usual date, and making his class experiences the 
basis of his every-week notes in these columns ; full, 
detailed, concrete ‘‘coaching instructions'’ whereby 
any leader of ordinary ability can conduct the teach- 
ing of each. lesson from beginning to end; every- 
week .references: to the best books on the lesson ; 
and—best of all—daily home readings, with questions 
and suggestions for study and meditation, on the com-, 
ing Sunday's lesson, for the use of every member of 
the class. It is such an opportunity as this that is 
opening up a new world of Bible study to the men 
and women of Christendom, 

witht = 

Is Prayer Merely Helpful ? 

Prayer at its best can never take a secondary 
place iw life. When prayer has become secondary, 
or incidental, it has lost its power. Those who are 
conspicuously ‘‘men of prayer” are those who use 
prayér as they use food, or air, or light, or money. 
They. never attempt t6 get along without it. Itisa 
part of the provision and the currency of their life. 
They would count themselves starved or bankrupt if 
they should attempt to live a prayerless twenty-four 
hours.’ Many of “us 'betieve in prayer, and avail our- 
selves of it, as a sort of “ top dressing’’ to our lives, a 
desiriible and ‘“helpful’’ accompaniment of our own 


- efforts,and nothing more. The result is that it never 


betomes ‘anything inere. “And we live in poverty, 
‘ 2 ‘ , bar 


The Fine 


HERE is such‘a thing ‘is the ‘‘ pain of beginning,’’ 
and probably most of us are well acquainted 
with it; but it is much easier to begin a thing 

than. it is to finish it. Yet nothing has more power to 
give- firmness to our fiber than bringing to a conclusion 
one after another of the things we started to do. On 
the other hand our whole morale suffers when we find 
ourselves living contentedly on in the midst of unfin- 
ished work. Catherine of Russia said, ‘‘ My life is a 
mass of beginnings,’’ and there is a noble side to the 
confession; but doubtless that noble side has had 
more than justice doné to it. For while there are in 
life what Phillips Brooks called ‘its withheld com- 
pletions,'’ one would go far wrong if he took that to 
be the whole story and began to think that we were 
never expected to complete anything. ‘To do what 
we started out to do, even if it is only one thing, to 
have it behind us done, is 4 moral asset ; and, making 
allowance for plenty of disappointments on all sides, 
it is yet true that we may fairly measure ourselves as 


the world is sure to measure us, by how many things 


we have rounded up and put out of our hands. 

In all work that is long-continued there comes a 
point where the glamour wears off and the thing we 
commenced to do, full of enthusiasm and conviction, 
is sure to look prosy. A good idea strikes us, and 
for a short distance we develop it with a rush. Then 
comés ‘the ‘hard going, where the truth seems to stick 
and will not budge. At that point most men desert 
it and try something else. George Adam Smith 
speaks of one of the prophets digging a certain truth 
out of the mire and establishing it. How many times 
that prophet must have felt that he could never dig it 
out, and wondered if he would not do better to try 
something else! - Dr. Mozley, thé great. English theo- 
logian, says.that few men have the power, even when 
they have struck a_fine line of afgument; to‘ hold on 
to.it.and follow it to the end after it meets with diffi- 
culty-and” sticks for a while? It isisaid very. interest- 





Art 


because we think we can have the riches of God's 
bank without continually drawing checks on it. 


“— 
Not to be Silenced 


There is nothing we need to be so thankful for 
as that God keeps on speaking to us. . We have’ for- 
feited all right ever to hear his voice again. He has 
given us the ‘‘ one more chance"’ that we asked for, a 
thousand times ; and we have cast it from us. When we 
turn to him now, we ought—by all human standards— 
to be met only by silence and rejection, Instead of that, 
the Heavenly Father does not even wait for us to turn 
back to him, but he speaks to us himself, calls us to 
him, and comes to mieet us. Our repudiation of all 
our pledges to him only seems to make him the more 
eager to restore us to that relationship which we have 
dishonored and destroyed. This is the meaning of 


‘*God is love.’ 
> A 
Better than Humbling Oneself 


No man succeeds in humbling himself who tries 
very hard to do this. There isa better way. It was 
shown in the character of a'very remarkable Oriental, 
Kali Charan Banwiji, whose labors as a Christian 
leader in India filled a life-time of such service in 
Christ’s Kingdom as few men render. At a memorial 
meeting after: his death, Sir Andrew Fraser said of 
him ; ‘‘He did not humble himself ; for he did not 
think of self ; he was kept humble, because he walked 
with Gdt."" Forgetfulness of self is always better than 
a self-centered etfort to gain humility. 


* 


of Finishing 


ingly of Daniel that **he continued unto the first year 
of King Cyrus,’’ and saw the long painful process of 
his faith justified. Many men catch these flashes and 
glimpses of great truths, go on with them a little way, 
and leave them half developed when they cease to 
develop smoothly. A truth needs to be followed 
sometimes into eclipse before one is wholly master of 
it or mastered by it. And there must have been 
times with Luther when the conviction which came 
first like a flash was worked out to a finish through 
many a passage when his truth almost seemed to go 
back on him. 

It is the pain of preachers (and often of their hear- 
ers) to get hold of some splendid truth, go vigorously 
on with it for a while, but prove unequal to.sustaining 
it, and finally lose track of it and wander weakly and 
loosely off into other directions, The art’of finishing 
is the great art, and the old French preactiers had for 
a favorite maxim that ‘‘a fire in the exordium is a fire 
in straw.’’ The main thing was how a man came out 
at the end. © Did he bring his truth through? ‘A good 
critic of sermons said that with most preachers there 
was a point where, no matter how well they had done 
up to that point, they began to break down, to lose 
grip of their matter and confidence in it.’ And when 
he saw a preacher reaching. that point, but passing 
through it and seizing ‘his message with ‘a new grip 
from there on to the end, then he felt like shouting. 
That is the art of finishing. 

Why is it, then, that so many of us allow our lives 
to grow quite content in the midst of unfinished efforts 
and unfulfilled promises and engagemenjs which are 
not met? On many fine pretexts which’‘keep us in 
countenance we permit this disastrous. condition ‘to 
prevail, Perhaps the most plausible and frequent pte- 
text is that it is better for us to wait until jdst the right 
inspiration comes and we are at white heat and. just 
feel that. we must do it. That time. cames so seldom 
that it .is.veally-megligible. Mast of the white heat 
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there is comes to those who have kept at work a long 
time. 

We lay by a piece of work for months, waiting for 
the moment of inspiration or unul we have “gotten a 
good ready,"’ but as a matter of fact the undone is 
more apt to haunt us until we hate it and drop it alto- 
yether. John Wesley was one of the greatest workers 
the ever prod 
things about his principles of action may be found 
here and there in his history. One of his friends said 
that he was the slowest worker he had ever seen ;- but 
that did no harm, And he has himself told us that 
when he started to do anything he went right through 
with it, did not lay it by in the hope that he would 
better it if he waited. Quite possibly he might do 
better ; but he preferred to do it then, put all he had 
at that time into it and then be done with it. So his 
life was filled with finished things. He had another 
habit well worth copying, and that was never to lay 
out for himseif more than he could do... Nowadays 
men ‘seem to take ~pride ‘in ‘the. icity of the 
engagements they make. They like to fly about the 
country and make a record for doing everything. But 
Wesley just grimly laid down for himself what he 
could do in his slow manner of workmanship, and, 
finishing each thing before he went on to the next, the 
consequence was that he did more than perhaps any- 
body has done since, His power was probably trebled 
by the clear consciousness that he had completed the 
last thing he did and need never go back to it, Doing 
all he could at the time, he let it go at that. 

Paul was an enthusiast about this art, and was more 
passionate about things at the point where most men 
lose heart and drift away than he was at the bright 
and romantic beginning of his undertakings. Though 
in some ways the least finished of men, capable of 
sentences which often wound up in much of a tangle, 
none the less he never failed to get out what he wanted 
to say, always landed the main matter in men’s minds, 
and got done. At the end he could say, I have fin- 
ished my course. Absolute symmetry is not neces- 
sary. Everything we do might no doubt be improved 
a little more ; but there comes a time with every work 
when what it. needs most is that we be done with it. 
Passing that point, it is sure to suffer from it. 

Life ought to be a mass of endings. Not but that 
many seeds may die in the ground, but we forget 
about all that when the face of the earth is yearly 
covered with harvests. Therefore it is thoroaghly bad 
for us to have the mind full of things we are going to 
do ‘without naming the date to ourselves, ‘so that we 
are never really brought to book about it. A few 
solidly done performances which we had promised 
ourselves are far better than a hundred dreamily cher- 
ished plans, From this time forth many of us ought 
to forego the luxury of fashioning any more grandiose 
schemes with our imaginations and just say that 
whether we feel like it or not we are going to bring to 
‘ conclusion some of those things that we have medi- 
tated far too long. Then the joy of achievement will 
come back into our lives, As the years go on, it is 
the things done rather than those that are simply 
dreamed that give us our satisfaction. and self-respect. 
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A Golden Jubilee Report 


There is not much hope for the usefulness of a 
periodical publication that depends for its material 
solely upoh the ideas of its editor. An encouraging 
factor in the life of The Sunday School Times is that 
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its readers are ready to ask for what they want; and’ 


the editors count it the part of privilege and of wis- 
dom to respond to such requests whenever they seem 
to be in the interest of the readers as a whole. 

That readers can make, and constantly do make, 
suggestions of great value which are gladly adopted, 
is a fact that cannot be too plainly stated. Letters of 
this sort, whether acted upon or not, are sure of a 
welcome in The Sunday School Times editorial rooms. 
And it may surprise some to know how many of the 
good things in the columns of the Times are either 
the result of, or directly in line with, the valuable 
and friendly advice that comes from individual read- 
ers of the paper. . Let us note some instances. 

A Pennsylvania business man wrote : 

Many of our scholars do not appreciate the realness of the 
persons mentioned in the Bible and about whom the lesson 
study centers. Many of our teachers do not appreciate this 


condition. The very minute aclass grasps this idea of real- 
ness, the whole lesson takes new life. 


uced, and some very interesting. 


FHE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


It is to meet this need that Professor Riddle, in the 
lesson article now entitled ‘‘‘The Lesson’s Bible Dic- 
tionary,"’. devotes much more space than formerly 
to sta the important persons in the 
lessons. Professor Stalker, in his every-week lesson 


arucle in 1910, will also devote attention to the bio- 


of «The Apostles as Everyday Men,’’ to appear next 
year, as announced in last week's issue, will 


t 


In our school ‘* Ear Gate" is often closed to the lesson, but 
** Eye Gate"’ is always wide open to see everything that is to 
be seen in the room, and in many a restless little one’s case a 
lesson can be taught and fixed by the blackboard when other 
means seem to fail. 1 crave from the ‘limes additional inter- 
est and help in this. ; 


The superintendent's lesson department, ‘‘ From 
the Platform,’’ prepared by Mr. Howard, is recog- 
nizing this need by a frequent use of simple and 


‘effective blackboard work.. A noveliend highly-inte, 


talks for Sunday-school superintendents (not on the 
lesson) based on the written characters of the Sioux 
and other Indians, They are clever, easily used, 
helpful, and are sure to hold interest. 

A Virginia reader made this request : 


It would seem that there might be a 
in the best Sunday-school help in the wor! 


There is one now. Last September was commenced 
the monthly International Graded Course Edition of 
The Sunday School Times, containing eight additional 
pages which treat of the new graded lessons for the 
Beginners, the Primary, and the Junior departments. 
In addition to the lesson-helps, considerable «« ways 
of working’’ material is given for the grades named. 
This edition is mailed for fifty cents a year additional 
to the Times regular subscription rates. A twenty-page 
pamphlet giving the courses themselves, with a de- 
scription of the plans, will be mailed free of charge 
upon request. ? 

Another reader asks for 


ners’ Department 


An article for the Adult Class similar to Mr. Foster's and 
Miss Slattery’s for intermediate classes. : ! 

That is exactly what will be furnished next year— 
beginning with this week's, issue—by President San- 
ders. He will teach an adult'class, some two months 
ahead of the regular lessoy,slates, in. the church of 
the Rev. Charles M. Sheldon in Topeka, Kansas, and 
on the basis of the lessons thus actually taught he will 
prepare a tull set of ‘‘coaching.instructions'’ for the 
‘adult class teachers of The Sunday Sghool Times 
family. In this he will show how to. conduct the 
lesson, in class, from beginning to end, by very defi- 
nite and easily followed steps. 
is one of the best features ever offered.in any lesson 
help—he will furnish every week a set of Daily, Home 
Readings and questions and meditative suggestions for 
the devotional study and preparation of the coming 
week’s lesson. This is to be used by all the members of 
aclass. But it is so valuable and unusual that it is 
likely to be used by teachers of classes of all ages, 
and also to be made the basis of family worship in 
many a home. 

A Canadian reader who makes many good sugges- 
tions. asks : 

Will you, as the lessons proceed, give a lis: of books, pub- 
lishers, and prices, that deal. with the, lesson, —especially men- 
tioning cheap <ditions ? 

President Sanders will pay fuller attention to this 
part of the adult class work than ever before. Not 
only will his every article specify books that bear 
profitably on the lesson, and tell how to use them, buthe 
has prepared an extensive list of books and charts and 
maps on the 1¢1o lessons in Matthew, ranging in price 
from 20 cents to $6.00, with descriptive comments, 
which is given in a ten-cent booklet just. issuing by 
The Sunziay School Times Company, entitled «‘ How 
to Make the Most of the Year in the Gospel Accord- 
ing to Matthew.’’ This booklet gives a systematic 
analysis of the entire Gespel, on the: basis of the 
year’s lessons, so arranged for study that its proper 
use insures a real. mastery of the Gospel. It tells also 
how to make the most of adult class. work when fol- 
lowing the weekly help of The Sunday School Times. 
Readers who are specially interested in keeping in 
touch with che literature that bears on the current 
lessons will find also that the announcements of lead- 
ing publishers which constantly appear in the Times’ 
advertising: columns furnish a valuable guide to such 
help. 

The. same Canadian reader makes a number of 
other suggestions, such as : 


Can the question of the authorship and compilation [of the 
Gospel according to Matthew] be dealt with ? 


In addition—and this ° 


DEGEMBER II, I9C9 


Can the newly disegvered reputed ‘' Sayings 2 
made the subject of a ial article ? agli ne 
Articles concerning * ‘The Messiab,”” and “* Forgiveness of 


Each ot these suggestions is to be carried out, as 
nounced in last week's issue, in articles by Profes- 
sors A. T. Robertson, Stuart L, Tyson, Lewis Bayles 
Paton, and Bishop William Fraser McDowell. 

A Pennsylvania reader inquires : 

Why can we not have lar list of 
on every lesson published im the — oo ae 

As a result of this and a good many other requests 
for more questions on the lessons, ‘The Sunday School 
Times now devotes to questions more space each 
week than it has done for some time. ‘‘ Your Lesson 
Questions Answered’’ seems to be a much-used 
feature. And the girls’ class, boys’ class, and adult 
class articles all offer more or less of questions. The 
Editor would be interested in hearing from readers 
who. desire still more question material, as to just 
‘what-sort.of questions they wish. — ; 

Here is an interesting hint for an extension of the 
Iilustration Round-Table idea : 


Could you open a department in your paper wherein refer- 
ences from the best poets and prose wee in short extracts 
could be given? ‘The atmosphere of a lesson is often created 
by such a reference. One verse of Kipling’s Recessional 
helped me in a lesson last year, and | believe your Round- 
Table would be more effective if this could be adopted. 

The Times will gladly receive from readers selections 
in this line, for the present, as candidates for use in 
the Illustration Round-Table, subject to the same con- 
ditions as heretofore (see page 648 1n this issue). 

A reader of the Times in Great Britain asks for help 
on a difficult. question. 

I find the eschatology of Jesus is being largely discussed ‘in 
this country atthe present time. Is it possible to give us a 
lead in next year’s papers on this difficult subject, by some 
one who can speak with authority ? I believe it would be found 
useful by many perplexed teachers. It is so difficult to find 
the regulative or governing passages in this puzzling theme. 

Although this subject is one upon which there will 
probably always be positive differences of Christian 
conviction, in this world, nevertheless it is very prop- 
erly a question for consideration in these columns. 
Professor Robert Law, of Toronto, will deal with it 
under the title ‘Jesus’ Teachings about the ‘End of 
the. World,’ ’’ yee 

A New York City reader has a question to ask that 
has probably been in the minds 6f others, 

The time has about come for me to renew. my subscription 
to your paper, but I have noticed that you appear to have 
dropped out the biography of Anthony Comstock. © This I re- 
gard as one of the most wonderful, interesting, and instructive 
articles that have appeared in your paper, and before renewing 
eee to ask whether or not you intend to print the rest of his 

ie, 

It is the purpose of The Sunday School Times to 
continue the life-story of ‘‘Anthony Comstock, 
Fighter,’’ through to the end, as originally an- 
nounced. The Editor has greatly regretted the unex- 
pected and seemingly unavoidable interruption. in the 
writing of the serial this year, but he hopes to resume 
it shortly and continue it to its conclusion in I9g!0. 

For the unfailing and appreciative interest of the 
Times’ readers in the welfare of this paper, those who 
are responsible for its conduct are deeply grateful. It 
is with real thanksgiving that they announce that this 
Golden Jubilee Year of its life (the paper having been 
founded in 1859) has been enriched with blessings 
and providences, in all departments of the work of 
The Sunday School Times Company, that make the 
year conspicuous in the half-century’s history of the 
paper. It is a privilege to press forward into the 
year ahead after a twelve months that is such an 
earnest of that which is to come, 


Hx 
From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


UR Heavenly Father : Once more anew we seek to enter 
into that sonship to which thy grace appoints us. With all 
our sins and frailties, with all our blunders and our 

broken promises, we dare to come and claim our place be- 
cause thou hast bidden us, and because in Jesus Christ thou 
hast taken such pains to invite us, and to show us how. 


s 


‘Our mistakes thy free grace will cover ; 
Our sins thou wilt wash away : 
And the feet that shrink and falter 
Shall walk through the gates of day."’ 


But, Lord : We do not want to wait for heaven. We would 
walk through those ‘‘ gates of day '’ now, and now begin to do 
thy work, and live thy life, and thus wear thy glory. Grant 
us then, as thy sons and daughters, to tread this common soil 
of earth with con fidence—afraid of nothing ; with a kind heart 
—despising no one ; with a ready hand—helping some one 
every day... Since we are thy sons, keep us from behaving 
as sons of the Devil. Since we are thy children, keep us from 
going about shivering and afraid, as if we were mere strays, or 
tramps, without home or property. Have we not all thing: in 
thee ? . .. Assure our hearts, Lord, and liff up our heads ; 
and make us generous, since we are so rich. 


— 


a gene 











N THE short preface to his History of the Birth, 
Life and Death of the Saviour, Luke has stated 
clearly what is his intention, and his justification, 

in writing that book. . He had not been himself an 
eye-witness of the events which he records about the 
life,of Jesus ; but he had received his information from 
eye-witnesses, and his statements rested on the best 
authority. He had investigated the causes and grad- 
ual development of the events, and narrated them in 
an exact and definite form. He wrote because he 
had in the course of his life come into possession of 
this knowledge. - He did not begin to investigate after 
forming the design of writing a history ; but, having 
been in long intercourse with first-hand witnesses, he 
felt impelled and inspired to write what he knew. 
His intention was to give a comprehensive and 


, reasoned narrative, making the events clear in their 


mutual relation and in their comparative importance. 
Above all his narrative was trustworthy and certain ; 
he had access to fuller information than other writers 
who had composed histories of the life of Jesus and 
who alse wrote on the authority of eye-witnesses; but 
did: not give such a complete narrative as he was 
about to present to the world, Immediately after this 
preface follows the story of the Saviour’s Nativity ; 
and all that Luke claims for his history as a whole 
must apply especially to this episode. It was based 
on the best authority, and it was absolutely trust- 
worthy and certain. There are various details: in this 
part of the history which could be known only from 
the authority of the Virgin Mary, —either directly from 
herself, or from her trustworthy friends. 

Luke regarded this part of his narrative as peculiarly 
important, and hence he gives it in great detail : 
Jesus. was indicated from the very beginning of his 
life as the Messiah to those who knew the real facts, 
But few knew the facts. The truth about the - Birth 
‘of Jesus was, not. published abroad at’ first, Mar 
kept all these sayings hid in her heart, and pondéred 
over them quietly without speaking about them. » The 
writer who records. that is practically claiming to have 
her. authority for his account of: what,she thought.in 
her secret heart; Some facts are stated. by Luke-also 
about Elisabeth, which could be known only to her 
and to others from her statement; and it is explained 
how. these facts were made known to Mary. 

On..the other hand various facts about the birth of 
John were noised abroad throughout all the hill 
country of Judza. They produced a great impression 
and were much talked about, and remembered in the 
popular heart. 
well-founded contemporary. belief,: is distinguished 
from the evidence regarding the secret story of the 
Birth of Jesus. Accurate discrimination of this kind 
is the mark of excellent historical character. 

Thus the mother pondered over the strange occur- 
rences: some of them were known to her husband : 
the suggestion is that some part was kept in Mary's own 
heart locked up. The time came at last when the stury 
should be made known ; but it was kept secret through- 
out the life-time of Jesus, and probably for some time 
after his death. Mark tells the story of the public 
life of Jesus, but not of his family circumstances and 
home life. John and Paul lay strong emphasis on 
his pre-existence and his voluntary choice of an 
earthly Life (which implies that his Birth and Life 
were quité different from mere human existence) ; but 
only Matthew and Luke tell the story of his Birth, 
and they select different details out of the story. 

The question as to the year when Jesus was born, 
and as to the year when he was crucified, do not 
directly affect the fundamental facts of the Christian 
Faith. People who are thoroughly and equally good 
Christians differ as to those points, and as to the 
length of time during which the Ministry of Jesus on 
earth continued : ¢. g., some say that he was teaching 
publicly in Palestine for three and one-half years, 
some reduce the time to one year, others take an 
intermediate view. Many have no opinion at all, but 
accept the facts as they read the Gospels and do not 
trouble about the number of years B.C. or A.D. 

But indirectly the question of chronology is impor- 
tant. Many facts acquire a deeper and fuller mean- 
ing if the exact time and season when they occurred 
is known. 
minds that the life of the Saviour~is- enveloped in 


Here a different kind of evidence, a, 


Moreover, the prejudice is roused in some ° 


The History of the Birth of Jesus 


By Sir William M. Ramsay, D.C.L., LL.D., Litt.D. 


of one. of. the leading writers of the New Testament, 
both doubters and believers may well take notice. 








haziness and uncertainty, if it remains so doubtful 
when he was. born, when he died, and: how long he 
taught. That prejudice is rather unfair, because the 
chronology of ancient history generally is full of 
uncertainties. “ Many.dates for important events are 
accepted and repeated in all books, though they rest 
on unsatisfactory evidence; but it is convenient to 
have fixed dates, and no one has any interest in dis- 
turbing the accepted system, until some new discovery 
(as happens from time to time) requires a readjustment. 

Nothing is said in the Gospels as to the year when 

Jesus was born nor as to the season of the year. No 
chronological statement is made regarding that event 
sirnilar to Luke's careful dating in 3:1 of the begin- 
ning of the Ministry. It was not until the third cen- 
tury after Christ that attempts began to be made to 
frame a systematic Christian chronology, and about 
this time the opinion began that the Annunciation 
itook: place about the spring equinox and the Nativity 
at Christmas. The chronology which is universally 
used in modern times is admittedly false ; but having 
once found acceptance it came into common use, -and 
convenience requires that it must be perpetuated. 
The record is that Jesus was born in the days of 
Hr rod the King. Herod died in the spring of 4 B. C., 
sc. that (if we could assume that the Nativity took 
place on Christmas Day) the latest possible date for 
that event would be Décember 25, 5 B.C. But there 
is nothing in the Gospels to show that it might not 
have occurred several years earlier. 
'’ In antient society there was no gefierally recog- 
ilted bin Med specifying 4date exactly. The usual 
‘thiethod of dating’ was*by the name of ‘a magistrate or 
by the year‘of a’ king: There were eras, by which 
somie people dated events; but so many eras were 
employed: that such’ dating ‘was not useful. Luke 
gives’ in 3:1 a date very carefully by the rsth year of 
the Roman Emperor Tiberius, and by various inferior 
kings, and ‘governors and high priests ; but the reign 
of ‘Tiberius was so unusual that its beginning can be 
counted in several ways, and the ordinary method of 
reckoning an Emperor's years was- inappl cable to 
him. 

For several other reasons (which it would take long 
to explain) the date in 3:1 cannot be determined 
exactly until new evidence is dug up from the soil of 
Palestine, and we must attempt to fix the dates of 
Christ's birth and ministry in another way. Luke 
records that Augustus ordered a census of the world 
(that is, the Roman Empire, according to the custom- 
ary expression of that time) to be taken. This has been 
confirmed in a remarkable way by recent discoveries. 

In the first place the month could not be December. 
Sheep in that country do not feed out at night in the 
winter; yet the shepherds were watching their flocks 
in the plains of Bethlehem that night. This implies 
summer orautumn time. From this generally accepted 
point we start. 

Recently it was discovered that under the Roman 
Empire in Egypt a census was taken every fourteen 
years. The Roman organization of Egypt was arranged 
by Augustus, and this cycle is reckoned from the year 
23 B. C., when his power as Emperor was fixed in 
the form which determined the Imperial system for 
several centuries, The cycle years were 9 B. C., 
A. D. 6, 20 ete. ; and the census was taken in the year 
following the cycle year. Now the oldest authority 
who mentions a date for the Saviour’s Birth is Tertul- 
lian, who lived from A. D. 160 to 240, and he places 
it when Sentius Saturninus was governor of Syria. 
Sentius is known from other sources to have governed 
Syria from 9 to 7 B. C. At that time Palestine was a 
dependent kingdom, ruled by Herod, but superin- 
tended in a certain degree by the governor of Syria. 
This is a remarkable coincidence. Here we have a 
census system instituted by Augustus ‘in Egypt, a 
eensus.in Palestine coinciding with it, and a statement 
by. Luke that Augustus ordered a census of the whole 
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; Empire. Can it be the case that the census which 


was periodically taken in Egypt was taken also in 
other parts of the Roman world? It is true that no 
authority mentions a periodical census in the Empire; 
but the same applies to Egypt, and its existence there 
was discovered only a few years ago by means of torn 
census papers, picked up in Egyptian rubbish-heaps 
and laboriously deciphered by scholars.. ‘Now Egypt 
is the only country where the climate is dry enough 
to preserve paper. In other countries paper moulders 
into dust, through the influence of moisture ; and we 
have no chance of finding the original census papers. 
But it is known that a census was taken in Rome in 
8 B. C. and A. D. 48, in Palestine in A. D. 7, and 
in Asia Minor in A. D. 35. These are alluded to by 
ancient writers; and the chance mention in those 
cases tells in favor of a general imperial census 
system similar to the Egyptian fourteen-year-cycle. 
The evidence, though incomplete, is in Luke's favor. 

Further, Luke records that for the purposes of the 
census all people went each to his own city. This 
was formerly a serious difficulty, as it certainly seemed 
an unusual and unexpected feature of a census, But 
three years ago excavation in the waste-paper heaps 
of Egypt again solved the difficulty. An order was 
discovered issued by the governor in A. D. 104, a 
cycle year, ordering that every Egyptian must return 
to his own home in preparation for the numbering of 
the households. This discovery converts what for- 
merly seemed an unusual feature peculiar to the Jewish 
census into a regular institution of the Roman census 
generally. Thus the apparent difficulty has been trans- 
formed into a confirmation of the opinion that the 
census in Palestine was made in the same way and at 
the same time as the Egyptian census in accordance 
with a decree of the Emperor Augustus. 

We conclude that the Birth of Jesus occurred during 
the Roman census of the year 8 B.C. This is.a 
little earlier than was generally supposed. The year 
6 B. C. was thought probable by many writers on 
account of a striking astronomical phenomenon, which 
was interpreted as the Star of Bethlelvem ; but Colonel 
Mackinlay in a book called ‘‘The Morning Star,’’ full 
of ingenious and illuminative suggestions, has argued 
that the Star of Bethlehem was the planet Venus, and 
that 8 B. C. was the only. year about that period when 


it would be in the required position, There is 
nothing in the Gospels inconsistent with suppos- 
ing that the Nativity occurred in 8 B.C. It requires 


us to understand that the residence of the Holy 
Family in Egypt lasted longer than was formerly 
supposed. Joseph and Mary continued to live there 
until after Herod's death in 4 B, C, 

Now we must fix more precisely the month of the 
Birth, The sheep were not folded, at night, but 
feeding out in the open country. During a great part 
of the summer, when that is the case, the operations 
of harvesting and threshing would take up the atten- 
tion of many people; those operations take place 
earlier or later according to the elevation above the 
sea, which varies widely in Palestine ; and a general 
movement of the people would probably take place 
after those operations were completed, and before the 
preparation of the land for the winter-sowing. The 
natural time would be between August and October. 
In that time occurred the Feast of Tabernacles; a 
considerable movement of the Jews from the northern 
parts towards Jervfsalem occurred always at the Feast ; 
and it was natural that a clever ruler like Herod, who 
paid much attention to the, prejudices and customs of 
the Jews, should make the numbering about the same 
time as the Feast : the Nativity then occurred towards 
the beginning of October, 8 B.C. About October 1, 
then, in A.D. 25, Jesus completed his thirty-second 
year. About the month of April preceding John the 
Baptist began to preach, and, when his fame reached 
Galilee and Nazareth, Jesus went with others to be 
baptized in Jordan. He was then about thirty years 
of age. We find that he was nearly thirty-two; but 
Luke states the number only approximately. The 
age of thirty was recognized among the Jews as open- 
ing the period of maturity and power, and hence it is 
mentioned by Luke. From these data the entire 
chronology. down to the Crucifixion at the Passover of 
A. D. 29 can be fixed. 

ABERDEEN, SCOTLAND. 
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Ov of the romantic aspects of Christian history 
is the return of the gospel to the lands which 
once and then lost it. America is to- 

day sending missionaries to Jerusalem. ‘he great 
missionary church of the apostolic days was in Anti- 
och, in’ Syria. To-day Antioch is getting back the 
good news by way of peoples who received it through 
the natural development of this first missionary ex- 


-tension, » All: the cities of Asia Minor, whose names | 


- Christendom learns through the New Testament long 
ere it studies them in geographies, are at present fields 
of missionary service. After many days they are being 
served by the gospel which once they shared. 

This interesting situation pictures our own condi- 
tion, -The Western churches have undertaken mis- 
sions with extraordinary zeal, And, lo, already we 
may dimly see a reflex result, far beyond all calcula- 
tion or expectation. For this exported gospel is com- 
ing back to save the home Church from a greater dan- 
ger than any on-sweeping hordes of barbarians and 
fanatics. The American Church to-day is menaced 
by a loss of its Christ. There are at work pervasive 
forces which are insidiously undermining the people's 
faith in a divine Redeemer. With beautiful tributes 
to his noble humanity, teachers even in supposedly 
‘‘orthodox"’ schools are taking away from Jesus the 
crown of his divinity. 

The man of the street, eager above all things else 
to be ‘‘broad’’ and ‘* open-minded,’’ and ‘‘ up-to- 
date,'’ is quick to assent to every such dilution of re- 
ligion. Itis boldly asserted in some quarters that ‘‘the 
scholars’’ have repudiated the claims of Jesus, and 
the ordinary man is often quite willing to accept this 
statement as a final verdict. 

Right here comes heathendom to the help of Chris- 
tendom. Thechurches at home may be uncertain what 
‘they believe, but the converts abroad know that only 
the power of a living. Christ has redeemed them. A 
cloud of witnesses arise, in Africa and Chinaand Ko- 
rea and Japan and India and Burma and Siam and 
Turkey and Persia and the transformed islands of the 
sea, to testify that they have learned to know Jesus 
Christ, and that knowledge has meant to them a com- 
plete change of character, and a peace and a joy that 
had thitherto been inconceivable. 

The tremendous evidential value of the Christian 
conquests in mission lands has scarcely yet been real- 
ized, Happily, the new temper of the time accepts as 
valid testimony the attested experience of men and 
women. . What Christians have undergone in their 
own hearts is now admitted by even the most ad- 
vanced scholars as credible evidence. This opens 
the way for the witness of all the legions of native 

_ converts in behalf of the Saviour. If it can be shown 
that the power of Jesus Christ, apart from the vaunted 
and vague ‘uplifting influences of civilization,’’ has 
entirely reconstructed the characters and conduct of 
these people who were debased savages, then the 
scholar and the plain laymen must set aside, in favor 
of a proved reality, any theories they may hold. 

The unanswerable apologetic for Christianity is its 
successful work in making Christians, All the clever 
rationalism of Germany is nullified by one convert who, 
at the call of Christ, has suddenly sloughed off the 
characteristics of heathendom and has taken on the 
marks of a New Testament disciple. 

This is the stupendous fact to which missions bear 
witness. More and more, as the laymen at home 
perceive the immense significance of this line of Chris- 
tian apologetics, the evidence will be collected and 
collated most systematically. A new note of certitude 
will be imparted to the day’s preaching and teach- 
ing by the volume of testimony from the field where 
the gospel is being tested in soil as virgin as that which 
the apostles tilled. The old spirit of conquest will re- 
turn. The Church at home will be saved from hesi- 
tancy and heresy by her own work abroad. 

The amazing looseness of our present-day religious 
thinking is perhaps one result of our common habit 
of reading newspapers and magazines instead of big 
books. ‘The modern mind is scrappy. An astonish- 


ing agility has been developed in jumping to conclu- 
sions. Confidence in their national ‘‘horse sense"’ 
is something of an obsession with Americans. 
temperament 


This 


partly explains. America’s hospital- 
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When the Gospel Comes Back 


By William T. Ellis 


_ Christianity never seems more fully at its best than 
-when it has won men—the masculine, virile, red- 
blood type of men who are doing the world’s work 
—to the dedication of their lives in loyalty to Christ 
._ their Master. Mr. Ellis has a message to such men. 
As a journalist and world traveler, he knows men, 
and knows how toreach them. He has just written 
a book that marks a new era in men’s place in the 
Kingdom ; the present article is a part of one of his 
‘chapters in that book, which tells the convincing 
story of ** Men and’ Missions.”” The volume is rad- 
ically new in missionary literature. If you know 
of a man who is not at white heat on missions, or 
who openly disbelieves in them, hand it to him. 
(The Sunday School Times Co., $1, postpaid). 








ity to every new religious cult and ism.. The more 
sweeping and unsifbstantial its claims, the readier its 
acceptance. So the superficial soup-kitchen idea of 
Christianity always gets the applause of the crowd. 
The notion that a gymnasium is a more. important 
part of achurch’s outfit than a sacramental table finds 
wide acceptance. The social settlement.is hailed as 
of more value to the crowded quarters of down-town 
than a church, Manifestly, all this is, because many 
people have lost the art of thinking things through. 
Because of the same reason, a school of religious 
thought which modestly labels itself ‘‘liberal’’ and 


‘* progressive,’’ wins the favor of the ordinary man, who” 


boasts of his ‘‘common sense,’’ and ,who is. more 
afraid of being esteemed naryow_or anprogressive or 
illiberal than he.is of the, Dewil. When these,‘:new"’ 
theologians owlishly assure Mr. Man-of-the Street that 
all modern thinkers (meaning, themselves), have. dis- 
carded the supernatural claims of Jesus); and’ that the 


Son of Mary was no more the Son of God than Mr, ‘ 


Man-of-the-Street, hitnself, thé ‘latter Sagely nods his 
head in acquiescence, “The. ordinary, man, has not 
learned to challenge the easy and sweeping. assertions 
of the intellectually arrogant. 

With all his faults; Mr. Man-of-the-Street really loves 
what he calls ‘‘a square deal."’ - His’sense of fairness 
is equal to his open-mindedness. ‘He is ready to grant 
to proved facts a weight which cannot attach to even 
the wisest man’s opinion. If it can be demonstrated to 


chim, by evidence which he is willing to accept, that over 


against the theories of these theological savants may 
be placed the actual results of the present miraculous 
work of Jesus Christ, as well as the whole body of 
Christian history, he will not deny to the Lord: honor 
and allegiance. The issue narrows down to one of 
evidence. That evidence the mission field supplies. 
Whosoever wiil look fairly may see the divine Christ 
work, and know that the Church still has a gospel 
for sin. 

Even the tyro in missionary knowledge is aware 
that on many mission fields it is common for converts 
to undergo persecution for the sake of Christ ; and to 
bear it with patience and sweetness and magnanimity. 
Volumes could be written of the martyrdoms in mis- 
sion lands—and especially of the living martyrdoms. 

The gifts of the native Christians likewise afford a 
stimulating example to the long-established churches. 
A missionary secretary reports that the gifts of the 
poverty-stricken Korean members of his Church 
averaged higher than the gifts of their fellow mem- 
bers in wealthy America. 

That glowing ardor for the Name which so impressed 
observers of the first century Church may still be 
found among the disciples who have newly come 
out from idolatry. What reader of contemporaneous 
religious literature has not been thrilled by the 
stories of the long journeys on foot taken by Ko- 
rean Christians in order to attend Bible-study classes ? 
In that land of Christian romance it is quite a common 
practise for a man to move his family and his business 
to another: village, which. contains no Christians, in 
order there to live and preach the gospel. 

Likewise, the apostolic peace and joy in their'new- 
found faith which observers report as a characteristic 
of many of these converts, should set the care-worn, 
restless and fretted Christians of the West to coveting 
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_ earnestly the best gifts. The marvelous spiritual plen- 
. ishings which of recent months have come to India, 


Korea, Manchuria, and the regions of China about Nan- 
king, read like a continuation of the Book of the Acts. 
They demonstrate not only that the gospel still has its 
first-century power to redeem and transform men, but 
also that it is accompanied by mighty attestations and 


- re-enforcements which can be accounted for only by the 
: Supernatural Spirit of God. - This is indisputable evi- 


dence right down to date. 


To go even farther back than this testimony of the 
mission field to Christ, the reflex influence of a world- 
wide propaganda is earlier felt by the great challenge 
which it throws down tothe Church. Before a think- 
ing man spends money and labor in exporting his 
faith, he must first answer the question, ‘* Have we 
really a faith to propagate? After all, is Christianity 
a universal, absolute religion, or is it merely one of 
the great ethnic beliefs? Is there inherent in the gos- 

l any sufficient reason for trying to bear it to the 

ast man on earth?’’ Thus brought face to face 
with the religion which he has inherited, and 
which he has always accepted as a matter of Course, 
a man is aroused.to a new sense of the living issues 
involved. He perceives that Christianity cannot re- 
main a conventional accessory of civilization, to be 
accepted, along with linen collars and trousers, with 
unthinking complacency. He finds himself forced in 
all integrity of manhood to Archbishop Whately's 
conclusion: ‘‘If Christianity is false, we ought to 
suppress it; if Christianity is true, we are bound to 
propagate it.’’ ; 

The refreshing breezes that waft back to Christian 
shores the tidings of the conquests of the Christ, also 
blow away the fogs of indifference and the miasmas 
of inconsistency: For whoso holds, and sends abroad, 


_this pure gospel of a world’s Redeemer must himself 


.be true to its precepts. If. a man offers this truth as 


life-giving to his neighbor over the seas, he carinot, 


‘without a hypocrisy which stultifies his manhood, 
live a small, sordid, and selfish life at home. Noman 
can, representatively, be a missionary in China and 
at the same time a mere money-grubber in America. 
And since we offer the gospel as the panacea for the 
non-Christian world’s ills, how may we, in any sem- 
blance of consistency, fail to apply the same remedy 
to. our own thronging social problems? The race 
question, the labor question, the immigration ques- 
tion, the sex question, the city question, all are sus- 
ceptible to the Christ-cure, if itis as efficacious as 
we profess it to be in Asia and Africa. 

Even as her extension work among the Gentiles de- 
livered the Jerusalem Church from the peril of a nar- 
row Judaism, so the present outreach of Christianity 
into ‘‘the regions beyond "’ is saving the home 
churches from the slow atrophy of self-centeredness. 
No twentieth-century Christian conceives of the king- 
dom of heaven as co-terminal with his own denomi- 
nation. The day of sectarian rivalry and competition 
everywhere is in its evening twilight. The Church of 
Christ is seen to be greater than any of the churches 
of Christ. A gospel that is being universally accepted 
is welding the disciples of Jesus into universal 
oneness. 

When the Presbyterian missionaries . established 
their modest compound on a hillside outside the pic- 
turesque city of Taiku, Korea, they undertook the 
raising of American fruits and vegetables and ber- 
ries. The French Roman Catholic priest, their neigh- 
bor and predecessor, generously shared with them 
his fine bed of strawberries. Up on the hill the 
transplanted strawberries prospered; but the next 
season the priest's own crop entirely failed. He had 
not a plant left—except those he had given away. So 
from the garden of his Presbyterian friends he replen- 
ished his own supply of plants. His strawberry crop 
had been saved by being shared. The little incident 
figures a greattruth. The exported gospel is coming 
back, laden with added meaning and blessing, to the 
Church which sent it abroad. The truth borne 
to the uttermost parts of the earth is returing to solve 
some of the gravest problems of the twentieth-cen- 
tury Church in Christian lands, 

SWARTHMORE, Pa. 
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LESSON FOR DEC. 26 (Matt. 2: 1-12) 


Being on Time 


SHORT time ago I attended a Sunday-school 
where the superintendent waited fully fifteen 
‘ minutes for the Sunday-school to get there. 
Meanwhile I found twelve to fifteen boys and girls 
romping near the church, waiting for the session to 
begin. This, indeed, was a queer situation, but is 
not an isolated instance. Many officers, teachers, 
and pupils are prone to forget that promptness is 
essential to success. ‘ 

Sometimes (so it seems to me) whole communities 
have accepted the view that it is absolutely necessary 
to be tardy. Some fear the attendance will dwindle 
away when a crusade for prompt attendance is begun. 
It has seemed to me that some people would rather 
stay away from the Sunuay-school session than to be 
on time. So of course it would appear that the best 
‘*policy'’ would be to let things go as they had gone, 
and not run the risk of making matters worse by af- 
tempting to do better. But I have come to think very 
differently about the necessity of tardy cases. In my 
career thus far as a minister I have begun every ser- 
vice on time, even if only a few persons were present 
at the opening. The result is always beneficial— 
people came in time. But now as to the Sunday- 
school. Here, likewise, I shall not present a ‘* the- 
ory,” but a demonstrated fact. Our Sunday-school 
in Hillsboro, Kansas, has put this idea to the test, 
and has made an enviable record. In the first place, 
our. school was very fortunate in getting an earnest 
man ‘for the superintendency. He began to advocate 
the thought that everybody could be on time. He 
met’ with some opposition, but S. L. Armstrong never 
takes opposition too seriously, and in a short time he 
won his point. It may seem an impossibility to some, 
but the fact remains the same. Here is the record : 

HiLisBporo (KANSAS) SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
§..L. Armstrong, Superintendent. 
Enrolment - : < : 
The last six months of 1906 : - 
The year 1907 - One young man (30 years old). tardy once 
The year 1908 - - . - - No one tardy 
— The Rev. Aug. H. Ponath, Hillsboro, Kansas. 


4 
The Purpose of the Program 


HE modern Sunday-school, in city or country, 
demands a program consciously planned to 
meet its larger and better understood néeds. 

In studying the points of program-making, then, the 
first question would seem to be, Why? What do we 
propose to accomplish? The program goes far to 
determine the character of the Sunday-school : what 
characteristics shall we plan to develop in ours? 
When we have thus fixed the general policy of the 
Sunday-school, as related to the program, the task of 
constructing it will be simpler ; and it will then be in 
order to inquire as to the elements of which the pro- 
gram shall consist, and what function each of them is 
intended to perform. 

‘The general purpose of the program, and of the work 
of the leader in conducting it, is to raise the school out 
of those natural, easy-going ways in which it will run if 
left to itself, and to direct it up the pathway of effort, 
progress, and results. This general purpose may be 
briefly set forth under five specifications. 

1. Order. The program directs the activities of the 
members of the school. We used to think of order 
as an enforced stillness ; now we realize that good 
order consists in regulated and harmonious activity. 
That is an orderly school, not in which you can hear 
a pin drop, but in which everybody has something to 
do and is trained to do it at the right time. The pro- 
gram, therefore, will take account of every member, 
and will provide for every minute of his time from 
entrance to departure. If this is wisely done, and 
supplemented by good seating and ventilation, ques- 
tions of discipline and control will seldom arise. 

2. Protection. The program protects each mem- 
ber’s opportunity to do the work and receive the bene- 
fit assigned to him. — It is natural that every member, 
from the superintendent down, should feel that his 
part is the most important part. That is a sign of 
healthy interest. The secretary is bound to: get his 
statistics of attendance ; and if in doing so he spoils 
five of the teacher's thirty minutes, he does not see 
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To Aid the Superintendent in His Work 


that that should signify much. The teacher sees no 
reason why her class records should be ready at a 
certain minute ; what are records in comparison with 
the saving of immortal souls? In such differences of 
viewpoint the program acts as umpire, and makes the 
superintendent responsible for enforcing the decision. 

3. Seguence. ‘The program arranges the several 
acts of worship, instruction, and business in such an 
order that each reinforces what precedes and intro- 
duces what follows. Bad sequence is often the real 
cause of inattention, irreverence, and what looks like 
wilful insubordination. The school is noisy during 
prayer, —because just before prayer came a long hymn; 
and many of the pupils, not being interested, began 
conversations which they are tempted to continue. 
Or, the prayer may have followed the lesson-reading ; 
and the junior classes, being supplied with lesson- 
leaves and Bibles in agate type, declined the exertion 
of following the fine print, even if they had been 
taught how to do so, and consequently had practically 
nothing to do while the teachers and older girls were 
reading. Is it any wonder, then, that they talked, 
and kept on talking? The remedy is to rearrange 
the parts, and to exclude or reduce or divide those 
parts in which the younger and untrained members 
do not now heartily participate. 

To emphasize still further the power of good se- 
quéiice, let us consider the old difficulty of making 
the school come to a prompt and complete silence at 
the opening. More than one superintendent has 
faithfully tried every proposed means of securing this, 
and has fihally'given it up in despair. But there is 
no trouble at this point with the same children when 
they attend church service; for there the opening 
words of the pastor are preceded by a sequence of 
events that leads up to a silent, reverent attention and 
readiness, giving the leader a control that he easily 
retains to the end. Apply thé sanie general method 
to the Sunday-school. -If the hour of opening is half- 
past two, the prograti—unwritten, but well under- 
stood—will run somewhat like this : 

2.1§.—Superintendent and secretary present, insuring a 
quiet, conversational atmosphere and no skylarking. 

2.25.—Teachers ini their seats ; all preliminary arranging 
and distributing completed ; organist or assistant in place. 

2.27.—Organist plays soft voluntary, which teachers, by 
previous agreement, understand as notice to close conver- 
sations and distribute service-cards, hymn-books, etc. 

2.29.—-Superintendent takes his seat ; secretary takes his 
station at the door. 

2.30.—Organ ceases ; secretary locks the door; teachers 
face the desk ; superintendent rises ;* silence. 


It will cost to carry out a program like that, and to 
keep it up fifty-two Sundays a year. But how much 
is such a beginning worth ? 

4. Unity. The program so arranges the work that 
one clear and great idea is presented as a bond of 
thought and feeling for the day. If the International 
Lesson is pursued in all departments, the securing of 
this unity will be easy and in fact unconscious. And if 
not secured unconsciously, in most schools it will not 
be secured at all. But the one clear and great idea may 
be supplied and adequately presented in the program, 
independently of the class lessons ; and when it is so 
supplied it leaves the classes and departments free to 
pursue, without destroying the day’s unity, whatever 
courses of lessons are: best adapted to their particular 
needs.. The well-made program, therefore, in estab- 
lishing unity incidentally removes what has been in 
the minds of many thoughtful workers an unanswer- 
able objection to the introduction of graded lessons. 

5. Gradation. In a school where two or more 
grades worship and study tégether, the program aids 
in distinguishing the several grades and in exhibiting 
their respective attainments and studies, and thus 
tends to develop in the pupils of the lower grades a 
desire for promotion. Without this desire, cultivated 
in every legitimate way, it is not possible to maintain 
a graded organization of the teaching force. In the 
liturgical parts of the program the distinction can be 
marked by having each grade rise in turn and recite 
its grade text for the quarter, or sing its verse of a 
hymn, all joining in the chorus; while five minutes 
before the lesson period may well be spent in brief 
questions and answers on the supplemental work which 
the several grades are pursuing. Wherever possible, 
also, the program should provide for the lengthening 
of the class time of the older grades.— 7hke Rev. E. 
Morris Fergusson, Newark, N. /. 
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How We Kept Open All Winter 


N A RURAL district twelve miles north of Belle- 
ville, one hundred miles east of Toronto, on a 
little hill between two large swamps, stood a very 

nice brick schoolhouse. The last of August, in the 
early seventies, a Methodist pastor announced that 
when he preached there again, in two weeks, he would 
organize a Sunday-school. He did not do it, although 
I think he thought he did his best. 

The next day I called on the day-school and said. to 
the scholars, ‘‘All who would like to have a Sunday- 
school stand up."" Not one remained seated. I 
then said, ‘‘Come next Sunday at 9 A. M. and we will 
have one," . 

There were twenty-five church-members: in the 
neigh borhood—Methodists, Baptists, and Presbyteri- 
ans. No religious meeting except preaching every 
other Sunday. The best helps available were imme- 
diately secured, and without any canvassing or begging. 

No teacher lived nearer than a mile, and the super- 
intendent a mile and a quarter from the school. 
When the season advanced toward winter the. super- 
intendent always went at least an hour early, an@ had 
the room as comfortable as any one’s home parler. 
And when the weather was severe (soinetimes we had 
it thirty degrees below zero) he would leave home at 
four in thé morning, build a rousing fire, stay till the 
house was thoroughly warm and safe to leave, and 
then go home, feed his stock, build his home fires, 
and help his wife and babies till school time. This 
that superintendent did for ten years. A weekly 
teachers’ -meeting was maintained, and also a weekly 
prayer-meeting instituted. 

Some of the seen results : In six months after that 
prayer-meeting and school were organized God sent 
such a wonderful work of salvation as was never 
known in Canadain any rural district. Fifty souls were 
brought to Christ. A beautiful brick church was 
erected, and that school is still prosperously continuing, 
winter and summer.— Ralph R. Bird, Oakland, Cal. 


Three Minutes for Missions! 


HE Temple Baptist Sunday-school of Los Angeles, 
California, has elected a missionary superinten- 
dent. He has three minutes a Sunday. Inthe 

primary department the missionary superintendent, on 
the first Sunday of each month, gives a chalk talk, or 
object sermon, on missions. In the junior department 
the missionary superintendent, every Sunday, reads a 
page from a missionary story-book, like Diffendorfer’s 
**Child Life in Mission Lands,’’ or ‘‘ Uganda's White 
Man of Work,’’ or Brain’s ‘‘ Missionary Readings,"’ 
or one of the ‘‘ Book Review Programs'’ in Miss Hix- 
son's ‘‘ Missions in the Sunday -school,'’ or the full 
list of junior books in the back of Miss Hixson's book. 

In the main school the missionary superintendent 
makes each Sunday a missionary application of the 
lesson. On the Sunday when the “Feeding of the 
Five Thousand’’ was considered, one hundred small 
dashes in a square on the blackboard represented the 
groups of fifty seated on the ground, and the title of 
the application was ‘‘ Feeding the Front Row'' —the 
home land versus the foreign field. 

Once a month a longer time is to be given to the 
definite instruction about definite mission fields, 
It is the firm opinion of the superintendent and 
the missionary superintendent that the principles 
of systematic giving should be imparted in the 
Sunday-school. Mite boxes, in attractive form, or 
rather ‘‘ Lord’s Treasury Boxes,’’ are to be distributed 
to the scholars above the primary grade, and the 
pupils are to be urged to place in the boxes a definite 
proportion of the money given to them, and, in addi- 
tion, such sums-of money. as they may earn. Then 
from the total gathered they are to bring each Sunday. 
an offering of their own money for the expenses of the 
church and Sunday-school, and tor the various mis- 
sionary objects, .” 

Another motto of the superintendent is, «‘ Buy a 
map, hang it up, keep it up." We have a good one. 
A missionary map is always preaching missions ; pas- 
tors and missionaries can only preach missions occa- 
sionally. Missionary maps are issued by all the mission 
Boards, and nothing can equal, for the money ‘ex- 
perded, the value of.a missionary wall-map.—Zowis 
Agassiz Gould, Los Angeles, Cal. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


6 te = is a pretty unfair sort of world, isn’t it? 
Some people seem to be shown just what is 
right, and how to do it, and thus gain all the 


blessings of a Christian life, while others are not . 
given any such knowledge, and miss all the blessings | 


that come to the first. Is this fair? Why, when 

esus himself was born on earth, a few chosen men 

undreds of miles distant in the far East were given 
a knowledge that led them straight to Christ, while 
many others, of Christ’s own race and religion, and 
close at hand, did not recognize him at all and so lost 
the blessing that came to the Eastern strangers, 
Was that fair? Was it right? Why is the world 
run on such a plan ? 

Get the class to discussing this question by pre- 
senting it in some such way, so that they will begin 
to think hard for themselves, and consider why it was 
that the Wise-men found Christ, while the nha em 
ae and Herod did not. After opinions have been 

reely expressed, suggest getting down te a careful 
study of the facts of the lesson to see if they will throw 
any light on the question. 


The Teaching of the Lesson 


To begin with, let us get as well acquainted as we 
can with the ee or ups of ple that either 
succeeded or failed in finding Christ at his birth. 
The Wise-men were the first group. Who and what 
were they? After the class have told all they can, 
ald to this by telling what Professor Riddle’s fourth 
paragraph and Dr. Mackie’s first paragraph give. 
Take up in the same way Herod (of whom Mr, Ross’ 
third paragraph draws a powerful picture, added to 
by Professor Riddle’s second paragraph); and the 
Jewish peewee as represented in their chief priests 
and scribes (on whom light is thrown by Professor 
nines comment on verse 4, and Mr. Rdés’ fifth para- 
graph). ; 

‘As we begin to know these different persons, and 
note just what they did at the time of Christ’s birth, 
does it look so unfair, after all, that some found 
Christ and some did not? Why. did the Wise-men 
find him? Because they were /ooking for him, and 
were ready to search the world over, at any cost of 
hardship and effort, to find him. And why did 
they want to find him? So that they might wor- 
ship him. Herod wanted to find Jesus too, but 
not so that he might worship him. ‘Therefore God 
did not let Herod find him. As for the Jews, the 
most of them were not enough interested in the kind 
of Christ that Jesus was even to search for him: so 
they did not find him, nor recognize him when they 
saw him. 

It begins to appear that God was not shutting 
Herod and the Jews out, but that they were shutting 
God out. No soul that God ever created is shut out 
from the chance of finding Christ in some way. In 
every soul there is enough star-light to lead straight 
to Christ, if it is followed at any cost, and if this is 
done in order to worship and serve God. Use the 
impressive facts given by Mr. Pierson in proof of 
this. His second to fourth paragraphs especially 
show who it is that find Christ, and why. The clos- 
ing Round-Table paragraph is another striking evi- 

ence, 

You and I are not in the position of the distant 
Wise-men, following a star after an unknown Christ. 
We are in the position of the dwellers in Jerusalem, 
who knew all about the Christ-—-from their books. 
Are we in their danger of missing him out of our life 
because we think we know him so well that we do not 
need to seek him out and yield ourselves up to his 
real mastery? 

There was apparently no “resignation,” no sor- 
rowful air of “sacrifice,” no sorrow or gloom or 
regret in the bearing and faces of those Wise- 
men as they found the Christ and laid their choic- 
est gifts at his feet. Nor is there any of this 
in the air on Christmas morting as we give our 

ifts to those who are dearest tous. There is room 
or nothing but joy then, Why should we ever let 
ourselves think of anything but the abounding, over- 
whelming joy of giving our best and ourselves to our 
Best Friend ? hat room is there for resignation or 
reluctance in offering our lives to Christ, when we see 
the truth in the light of Christmas Day ? 


Every teacher who wants to master the Gospel of Mat- 
thew next year, and gain as much material as possible, not 
slip through on as little equipment as possible, for the 
teaching of the class, has an unequaled opportunity through 
the use of President Sanders’ new and enlarged form of 
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LESSON 13. DECEMBER 26. THE BIRTH OF CHRIST 


Matthew 2: 1-12; Commit verses 11, 12 


Golden Text: And thou shalt call his name Jesus; for it is he that shall save his people from their sins.—Matthew 1 : 21 


to Jerusalem, say ‘ 
ews? for we saw his star in the east, and are come to 


6 * And thou sethlehem, land of Judah, 
Art in no wise least among the princes of Judah : 
Wh shall pn rd of reed S Israel. 
10 ™m 
whiy called the 


me word, that I al.o may come and * worship him. 9 A 
thev, having heard the king, went their way : and lo, the star, 
which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and 
stood over where the young child was, 10 And when they saw 

with exceeding great joy: 11 And they 
eame into the house and saw the young child with Mary his 
mother ; and they fet] down and worsh him ; and open- 
ing their treasures they offered unto him gifts, gold and frank- 
incense and myrrh. 12 And being warned of in a dream 
that they should not retprn to Herod, they departed into their 
own country another way. 

1 Gr. Magi. Compare Esther 1.13; Dan. 2.12; Acts1 8. 2Or, 
W here is the King of the Jews that is born? *% The Say le de- 
notes an act of reverence whet! 

26), or to the Creator (see ch. 4, 10). 4 Mic. v. 2. 
the star that appeared ~~, 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
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Your Lesson Questions Answered 


[The lesson-articles of the other writers referred 
to here will be found in this issue of the Times] 

Verse 1.—What is known about Bethlehem of Judza? 
What is known about Herod the king? (Ross, third and 
fourth paragraphs.) What more is known about these Wise- 
men ? (Riddle, first four paragraphs.) Is there anything 
in the East to-day corresponding to the Wise-men? (Mackie, 
on v. I. 

vem 2.—Did they have any real knowledge of what 
sort of king they were seeking? Was their knowledge of 
his ‘*star in the east’? natural or supernatural? Did a 
new star actually appear in the East? (Riddle, fifth para- 
graph, and on v, 2) What of ‘modern Oriental knowledge 
of the stars? _ (Mackie, on v. 2.) 

Verse 3.—Why were Herod and Jerusalem troubled? 
(Riddle ; Ross, 3; Ridgway, 3.) 

Verse 4.—Who were the chief priests and scribes ? How 
were they able t> answer the question ? (Riddle ; Ross, 5.) 
Do Oriental Jews still look for an earthly Messiah ? (Mackie, 
on v. 4.) 

Verse 6.— Where is this Scripture reference found? 
Who were the princes of Judah? (Riddle.) 

Verse 9.—Was this moving star a supernatural phenom- 
enon? (Riddle. ) ¢ 

Verse 11.—With what attitude did they worship the 
Babe? Is there any special significance in connection with 
the three gifts, —gold, frankincense, and myrrh? (Riddie.) 








study outlines as commenced this week on page 650. Par- 
ticularly is his Daily Home Work: to be recommended to 
every teacher, as one of the most thorough plans for lesson 
study ever offered. While his, outlines are primarily for 
the use of adult class teachers and members, nevertheless 
they offer such: ample ‘‘coaching’’ to all teachers that 
they are likely to be-eagerly appropriated by many outside 
of adult:classes. ‘The fact that most teachers cannot use 
in class all that those outlines and the Daily Home Work 
offer is only an added reason for their faithful use ; for it is 
our reserve and unused equipment that gives power to what 
we do-use,’ 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


IME.— The visit of the “* Wise-men” probably 
occurred in February, year of Rome 750 ; that 
t our Lord was born 
December 25, 5 B.C., forty days must elapse before the 
tation in the temple, which can scarcely have 
ollowed the visit of the Wise-men, sane @ is too 
early, and waschosen for other than historical reasons. 
Herod the The first ruler of this name, 
called Herod the Great. An Idumean by race, made 
king by the Romans. Cruel always, the murderer 
of some of his many wives and sons, he died detested 
in April, year of Rome 750. He rebuilt the temple, 
enlarging and enriching it. His descendants to the 
fourth generation appear in New Testament history. 
Bethlehem of Salen aan distinguished from 
another place of the same name in Galilee. It waca 
small town, about six miles south of Jerusalem, in a 
district of Preat fertility; hence the name, meanin 
**house of bread.” As it was the birthplace o: 
David, it is sometimes called ‘‘ the city of David.” 
The Wise-men.—The American Revisers print thus, 
to show that there is but one word in Greek, and that 
an Official title. This title, ‘‘ Magi,” was oe gpa 
bestowed on a class of priests among the M pes | 
Persians. They were not only astrologers, but men 
of high political rank. Afterward it was applied to 
all Eastern philosophers, but subsequently took on a 
bad sense: magician, sorcerer, etc. Here it has no 
such bad sense. Popular tradition calls them “ the 
Three Kings,” naming them Caspar, Melchior, and 
Balthazar. But the narrative gives no hint of either 
number, names, or kingly rank. The title suggests 
that they came from Persia, ‘‘ the East,” but many 
hold that they came from Arabia, the 
The Star in the East.—Two views have been cur- 
rent: 1,, That it was a supernatural phenomenon, sent 
to guide the Wise-men to Bethlehem. In view of the 
importance of the birth of Jesus such a supernatural 
guidance is notimprobable, 2. That it wasa natural 
henomenon, such as a meteor, a comet, a new and 
especially. bright star, or.a remarkable conjunction of 
planets. The last theory, suggested by the astrono- 
mer Kepler at the beginning of the seventeenth 
century, is most frequently held. There certainly 
was a remarkable conjunction of. planets in 747, year 
of Rome, and a later recurrence of it... But this is 
two years earlier than the most probable date of our 
Lord’s birth. . Besides, it is difficult to account for 
the statements of verses g, 10 on this theory. Possi- 
bly. the attention of the Magi was aroused by the 
planetary conjunction, and that this attention was 
rewarded by some supernatural phenomenon. Their 
confidence is remarkable, and agrees with the ex- 
pectation then prevalent in Eastern countries, 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 1.—Zo Jerusalem: They naturally went to 
the capital city to look for a ‘* King.” 

Verse 2.—Sorn King of the Jews; Their knowl- 
edge of whom they sought was, of course, imperfect. 
But it was sufficient-to bring them from their distant 
home with gifts. His star: See above. 

Verse 3.—He was troubled: Because he was a 
‘‘usurper."—Adl/ Jerusalem: The Jews of that time 
expected great trouble at the coming of the Messiah. 

erse 4.—The chief priests: The plural of * high 
priest,” probably applied to those. who had held that 
office and to members of the high priestly family.— 
Scribes : Expounders of the Old “Festament. These 
classes would be familiar with the Messianic prophe- 
cies} Herod’s inquiry refers to ##e Christ; that is, 
the Messiah. 

Verse 6.—Cited freely from Micah 5 : 2.—7he 
princes of Judah: In the Old Testament * the thou- 
sands of Judah ”’; that is, the places where the heads 
of thousands lived. This shows the comparative in- 
siguificance of Bethlehem. 

erse 9.— Where the young child was; Probably 
over the house (v. 11). This was not the place where 
the child had been born. Verses 9, 10 seem to point 
to a supernatural phenomenon; see above. 

Verse 11.— Worshipped him: Evidently the Wise- 
men had prostrated themselves before the child. 
How far their adoration was religious worship is open 
to discussion, since they may, hitherto, have had many 
objects of worship.—Go/d and frankincense and 


myrrh: ‘*Gifts” would be natural in such a case. 
‘« Frankincense " was a résinous gum, used in sacri- 
fices. ‘* Myrrh,” also a gum, and used in various 


ways. The mystical explanation—gold for a king, 
frankincense for a deity, myrrh for one destined to 
death—is purely fanciful. 

WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


LESSON FOR DEC. 26 (Matt. 2: 1-12) 


By the Rev. G. A. Johnston Ross 





story into his account of our Lord’s childhood to 
illustrate that moral stir and ferment which the Lord 
at onee began to cause upon the earth ; and how he, 


the sharp antithesis of Nero, disquieting the evil 
in, the high places, drew to. himself the best and 
purest of the aspirant wisdom cf the world. 

Hatged: i rence: quest:—they are about the 
Saviour still. When he ws near, it is into one of 
these three camps that we betake ourselves. 

1. Herod was by this time a moral and nervous 
wreck. Though a dark-skinned son of Edom, he had 


enough of the Jew in him to know the sacredness of 
the e he had usurped ; and the falseness of his 
position — precisely the fact that he was not the 


**born king of the Jews,” but an upstart alien—had 
burned its way into his self-love and pride. At first 
he had made desperate attempts to conciliate his 
people, had endowed every form of religion and 
sport with the ludicrous woe. erhuigeet of the wealthy 
social climber, to whom nothing matters but public 
favor: then afterward, as his gifts failed to secure 
him in the good-will of his people, or of his Emperor 
from whom he held his poor shadowy ‘‘kingship of 
the Jews,” and as the hauteur of the rabbis galled 
him, he turned morose. He vowed he would cut him- 
self off from all links with the accursed Jews. ‘The 
Sanhedrin he massacred: his own wife’s Jewess-face 
he could not bear to see. His love of her was pet- 
haps the least evil element in him, and might have 
been his saving: but the madness of an evil con- 
science and of enppmniee self-love was upon him, 
and with the recklessness of the sin-trap man 
who throws away the very moral opportunities that 
might mean his rescue, he killed Mariamne—only to 
Pe a ever after by her ghost : and her sons he 
slew because they-resembled her: and no one but 
God knows who besides were his victims: history has 
lost track of his murders,—witness the silence of Jo- 
sephus on the massacre of the Innocents. | ree 

And so he arrives upon the scene of the Gospel 
story,"a loathsome brute, terrified and terrifying; 
wading in blood, and afraid of a little child: What 
havoc of a man’s virility sin makes! When Christ, 
who bears God in upon our lives, is announced’ to 
such men, they may for a while conceal their feeling 
in the last irony of their cringing spirit—a pretetise 
of religion and sage aie of worship: but in’ theit 
hearts are pitiable terror and impotent hate. And 
these unkingly and unmanly Herods are everywhere, 
—in heathendom and Christendom, in lumber-camp 
and city, in high society and in low: and the poten- 
tialities of a Herod-fate are embosomed in évery eva; 
sion of conscience and every acted lie. 

2. ‘*The chief priests and scribes of the propie ‘i 
know nothing of this agitation. Long inured: to the 
cold rigors of self-righteousness, accustomed to sever 
the interest of religion from the spirit of frank en- 
quiry and active obedience, they saw no reason to 
stir when they heard the anxious tumult in the 

rs, not even when the royal murderer himself 
summoted them to his ghastly Bible class. Where 
should the Christ be born? ‘In Bethlehem of Ju- 
dza,” they glibly answere1: and Bethlehem was 
but an afternoon’s walk away, yet not one of them 
stirred to go down and find the Christ. There is no 
more pathetic aspect of life to-day than this: that 
Christ is here, arrived among us, and the children of 
advantage, who know the facts about him, do not 
care to bestir themselves to see him. What a dead- 
weight this indifference is upon the church ! 


‘* This is death, and the sole death, 
When a man’s loss comes to him from his gain ; 
Darkness from light, from knowledge ignorance, 
And lack of love from love made manifest.”’ 


3. But thank God! perpetually running concurren 
with this stream of cold indifference is the wistful 
seeking of which these God-fearing, God-honoring 
Magi,—feeling their way through the starlit darkness 
of heathenness,—are for. all time the shining exam- 

les. Granted they were astrologers, and read mean- 
ings in the movements of the stars which we dare not 
read,—the star was in their hearts as well as in the 
heavens, else they had not stirred. It is from within 
that revelations of the spiritual are made; and the 
soul that is bent upon the quest of God will use what 
knowledge it has—and is our science yet quite free 
from error, credulity, and superstition ?—to lead it 
Christward: and the. Spirit of truth will himself lead 
along the way. It was apathof faith for these good- 
men,-not all the way a walk by sight. In Jerusalem 


’ inquirin 
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they had to ask their way: and were answered by men 
who made less use of God’s vocal book than they 


of God’s silent stars. But theéit fearless faith was 


crowned: crowned itself indeed in the bapenrnoas hem d 
offered the Christ, and the costly gifts in they 
expressed the sacrificial homage of their hearts, The 


Christian tradition has made these Wise-men “ kings.” 
It is both poetic justice and spiritual truth: for it is this 
spirit of reverent ay pursuing its way undaunted 
by the darkness w 'S stars are and glad- 
dened when his heavenly light that arrives 
at last, by the way of pail-toautiation, wi the crown 
of life that fadeth not away. 
Bryn Mawr, Pa. 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Missionary to the 8, and Minister of the 
Anglo-American ation ir Beyrout 


ISE-men from the east (vy. 1). The farther 
East is still venerated in Syria and Palestine 
as the birthplace and nourishing home of Ori- 

ental religion, gerard 6 and science. ‘The profes- 
sional wizard is expected to be a Persian. 

We saw his star in the east (v. 2). The modern 
student of astronomy finds traces of the old Oriental 
wiry, 9 in the Arabic names still given to a num- 
ber of the stars, and to technical terms in his science. 
The practical use of astronomy is confined to the 
Arabs of the desert. It is always a weird and pic- 
turesque experience when a party of travelers jour- 
neying from Damascus to Palmyra find themselves 
silently led for two or three nights in succession by 
the shaykh who rides in front and guides them over 
the flat, trackless waste by the position of the stars. 

And all Jerusalem with him (v. 3). The populace 
of an Oriental town is very easily excited and panic- 
stricken, ag when a case of cholera or plague is re- 
ported, or when an anonymous intimation spreads 
through the town to the effect that an earthquake 
has beén predicted to occur on a certain day and at a 
certain hour. Shortly after the Messina catastrophe 
such a report was circulated in Beyrout, and it was a 
little puzzling to find that educated people, Orientals 
and Levantine Eurépeans who read the London 
‘Times, had some of thenrieft the town, or had every- 
thing in readiness for camping on the outskirts. 

| Where the Christ should be born (vy. 4). Thecom- 
ing of the Messiah is stil] a pathetically intense hope 
among the orthodox Jews. On him is centered every 
liope that means remuneration for loss;retaliation for 
injury, and reward for faith. The -expectation re- 
cently received fréslt emphasis when massacre, revo- 
lution, and general apptehension..prevailed in the 
Ottoman Empire. “Many devout Jews, discouraged 
bY the long postponement, have resorted to a theory 
of consolation to the éffect that this world is undoubt- 
way the portion of the Gentiles, but the next world 
will be that of the Jews. Zionism has excited con- 
troversy among the Jews as an a! to have-the 
Messianic kingdom without the Messiah. 
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The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


HO are the modern ‘* Wise-men of the East” 

that seek Jesus, the Saviour of the world? 

Are they not those earnest men and women 

who come to the missionaries and the mission schools 

for the new teachers sent from God? The 

multitudes must be sought, but the few wise men 
come seeking the Saviour. 

How do they seek and find him? Not with search- 
ing libraries or spending millions ; not by mighty in- 
tellects or feats of strength or making long pilgrimages 
must the Christ be sought, theank in some lands of 
the East; to-day as then, men must travel many miles 
to learn of the Saviour of the world. The Christ is 
sought and found by those who seek him to worshi; 
him. ‘Those who, like Herod, seek him only to moc 
and destroy his kingdom find him not. 

Many are the stories that missionaries tell of the 
seeking wise-men of hapten, Hang are waiting for an 
opportunity to worship the King of kings—men and 
women who are ready to bring their most 
gifts to him, but know not where or how to 
until we who know point the way. 

In Pyeng Yang, North Korea, lived a woman who 
had heard that there was a God who answered prayer, 
a Jesus who saves. One night she took a large bowl 
of water and went out under the stars so that a part 
of the heavens might be reflected in the surface of the 
water, In this way she hoped to bring something of 
heaven nearer at hand. hen she prayed: ‘* Lord, 
help me to believe in Jesus.” At that moment her 
husband, a notorious gambler, was about to han 
himsell. Hearing the prayer of his wife he came a 
knelt by her side, saying : ‘‘ It is Jesus that we want.” 
Is it any wonder that they found him and are to-da 
members of hischurch? Yes, itis Jesus that the world 
needs. Are you helping some one to find him ? 

Brooktiyn, N. Y. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway : 


for Christmas.— l’ise-men from the east 
came (v. 1). Wise men always loek for the best 
things. We say of a wise one, * He knows a 
thing when he sees it.” I like Tissot's picture of the 
Wise-men coming out of the mysterious hills in calm 
dignity, perched high on their neamels. What 
cost these men the long, weary journey under the 
scorching sun is yours for the taking. Ho 


would have) to see this day. So yesterday 
was Christmas. What did it mean tc you? Rus- 
kin’s greatest book is his ‘* Fors Clavi " Letters 


of the man of money and mind to his brethren of 
merit and muscle. The twelfth letter is his Christ- 
mas message to the intelligent English working- 
men. It was written as he sat by the dead body of 
his beloved mother. It is one of the greatest evan- 

elical sermons ever preached. I always read the 

welfth Fors and a Dickens Carol every Christmas. 
The one clinches my faith in God and the other 
clinches my faith in men. Here is an extract from 
Ruskin: ‘For one of two things this story of the 
Nativity is certainly without any manne: of donbt. 
It relates either a fact full of power or a dream full 
of meaning. It is at least not a cunningly-devised 
fable.” You can read the rest yourself. 


“To the Stars!"— We saw his star (v. 2). Wise 
men are star followers. Head up and chin out to 
follow a star. ‘Ad astra per aspera,'’—as the 
could say out in Kansas—to the stars through difti- 
culties. Nothing fellows need so much as to get 
your eyes on things outside the earth. To hitch your 
wagon to a star, as Emerson says. We waste time 
arguing what the star was like. Enough to know it 
was ‘this star.” This old world has been following 
the star ever since, in spite of itself. Its light has 
been the light of men. There was no fuss when this 
King came. The mightiest energies of this world 
are the quietest. The sun which swings the earth 
and the moon which lifts the sea. And the stars 
which preside over the destinies of men—as the old 
astrologers used to think. Well, George, you icono- 
clast, will you please tell me what is a star—what do 
you really know about them after all? This star of 
our lesson guided to the King of heaven, and so will 
all stars if you are reverent, 


Real Trouble.— Herod ... was troubled (v. 4). 
The advent of Christ always troubles Herod-hearted 
folks. The terror of this baby was written in the 
blood of many babies a little later. A very little 
thing troubles a bad man, Bad men are suspicious, 
Not all suspicious men may be bad men, although. it 
looks suspicious, All liars, cheats, and impure men 
suspect that all other folks are as vile as themselves, 
By this opinion the evil man betrays himself and 
puts the world on guard, Suppose Christ should 
suddenly come the second time, who would be trou- 
bled? if his royal highness of the mahogany desk 
should suddenly drop in at the mill, who would be 
troubled and who would be glad? When the auditor 
drops in unexpectedly to go over the books? Herod 
was up in Judaism and knew what was expected, and 
Christ was troubling him, as Christ will trouble his 
like forever. 


And Why Not ?-~-/2 now/ise least among the princes 
of Judah (vy. 6), Bethlehem is the biggest little place 
in the world because its name is written in the stars. 
The exact size of a man or place can not be settled 
at first glance. Coatesville was not much of a place 
until we began to make the best boiler steel in the 
world. We have only toturn out men who are as su- 
perior among men as our boiler plate is among steel, 
and the world will take off its hat to us and write the 
name of Coatesville in the starsalso, Listen to them! 
** That Coatesville must be a wonderfultown. Every 
year they ptt one young man into the Y, M.C. A. sec- 
retaryship and oneintothe ministry. Its business men 
discount all bills. None of the working-men drink a 
drop. They nearly all own their nice little homes. 
Thereisn’t a man intownwhodoesn’t belong tochurch. 
The mill owners all live right there and send their 


children to the public schools. They are all Christian 


men and set their workmen a good example. The 
churches and Sunday-schools are packed full. Real 
estate is in such demand you can’t buy any.” Well, 


and why not? It is a great deal easier to be good 
than bad when you want to. 


Bre’r Fox.—Herod ... learned of them carefully 
v. 7, Eng. Rev.). Cunning old Herod! Profit by the 
evil’s smartness. Learn carefully—note it—PLan 

CAREFULLY. Plan your goodness as carefully as Satan 
plans his badness. Smile the fellow up as sweetly 
as Satan smiles himdown. Herod always makes me 
think of Bre’r Fox in Uncle Remus. Come to think 
of it, this is just what Christ called the chip-off-the- 
old-block son of this very man. ‘Go ye and tell 
that fox.” Herod was wicked and smart, and he in- 
quired carefully about this Christ—and became so 
convinced he was genuine that he wanted to kill him. 
If L can just get you fellows to /earn carefully, you 
will be Christians, all of you, in a month. 


Coaresvitiz, Pa. 








648 : 
The Hlustration Round-Table 


LIL. readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration that can be used, and two dollars for 
the best illustration used for each week's lesson. 
The important conditions governing the accept- 
ance of material, and the year's lesson calen- 
dar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


When God Was Defied.— And thou shalt 
call his name Jesus; for it is he that shall 
save his people from their sins (Golden Text). 
There was an infidel soldier of the Middle 
Ages who hated the Bible and all sacred 
things. He grew so fierce and mad in his 
defiance that he determined to test the power 
of the Christians’ God. So he went out into 
a field, armed as if for battle. He threw his 

love down on the ground as a challenge. 
Then he looked up into the heavens and an- 
grily cried; ‘* God, if there be a God, I def 
thee here and now to mortal combat. If 
thou indeed art, put forth thy power of which 
thy pretended priests make such boast.’’ As 
he spoke he saw a piece of paper fluttering in 
the air just above his head. It fell at his 
feet. He took it up, and on it read these 
words: **God is love.’’ This was the mes- 
sage that came wafted down on the still air, 
in the angels’ song, that night when Christ 
was born.—/Juniata Rohrback, Washington, 
D.C. J. R. Miller in Glimpses Through 
Life’s Windows. The prise for this week 
is awarded to this illustration. 


w Reading Your Bible. —4Aud thou 
shalt call his name Jesus ; for it is he that 
shall save his people from their sins (Golden 
Text). Twogentlemen were riding together. 
As they were about to separate, one of them 
said to the other: ‘*Do you ever read your 
Bible?’’ ‘Yes, but I get no benefit from 
it, because, to tell you the truth, I feel that 
I do not love God.’’ ‘Neither did I,’’ re- 
plied the other, ‘‘ but I found from the Bible 
that God loved me, And he loves you, too, 
my friend.’’ This was something that gen- 
tleman had never thought of before. He be- 
gan to read the Bible as he had never read 
it aay “SE rd Q. Boyer, Baltimore, Md. 
From Dr, Richard Newton, in The Birth of 
Christ. 

The Message from Father.—<4And shou 
shalt call his name Jesus; for.it-is he that 
shall save his people from their sins (Golden 
Text). A father in Watford, two years ago, 
was greatly troubled about his son. ' ‘Fhe lad 
had gone wrong, and, ill and despondent, 
he wrote home, fearfully, as if to ask if there 
were any hope, The father sent a telegram 
to him consisting of one word, ‘‘ Home,”’ 
and it was signed ‘* Father.’’ Now the gos- 
pel of our Lord Jesus Christ is God’s tele- 
gram to the sinful world, summed up in one 
word, ** Home,’’ and signéd by one name, 
** Father,’’— W. R. Clark, Crosland Moor, 
Huddersfield, Eng. From the (English) 
Sunday School Times. 


Do You Know ?—/esus was born (v. 1). 
A little street girl was taken sick one Christ- 
mas, and carried to the hospital. While 
there she heard the story of Jesus’ coming 
into the world to save us, One day the nurse 
came around at the usual hour, and ‘* Little 
Broomstick’’ (that was her street name) held 
her by the hand and whispered, ‘‘I am hav- 
ing real good times here, ever such good 
times! S’pose Ill have to go ‘way from 
here just as soon as I get well; but I’ll take 
the good time along—some of it, anyhow. 
Did you know about Jesus being born ?’”’ 

** Yes,’’ replied the nurse, ‘‘ I know. But 
you must not talk any more,’’ 

**You did? I thought you looked as if 
you didn’t, and I was going to tell you.’”’ 

“Why, how did I look?’’ asked the 
nurse, forgetting her orders in her curiosity. 

** Oh, just like most o’ folks—kind o’ glum. 
I shouldn’t think you’d ever look glum if 
you knowed about Jesus bein’ born,’’— 7he 
Rev. C. H. Kilmer, Mecklenburg, N. Y. 
From Christian and Evangelist. 


Real Worship.— And are come to worship 
him (v. 2). Some natives of Tankey, on the 
island of Madagascar, had heard the word 
** praying,’’ and knew that those who did 
that met in one place. They had no mis- 
sionary, and no one was able to read, so they 
bought a New Testament, and every Sunday 
gathered at a house, placed the Testament on 
the table, and sat for a while in silence. 
Then a man arose and said, ‘* Have all come 
from the north?’’ ** Aye,’’ was the answer. 
** Have all come from the south?’’ * Aye.”’ 
** Have all come from the east and west?’’ 
**Aye.’’ ‘* Then let us break up, for we 
have. all done our duty,: but be sure and 
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come early next Sunday.’’ While they were 
thus praying thousands of lips in Christian 
nations were praying ‘* Thy kingdom come.”’ 
Which was the truest praying ?. Which were 
their duty ?’ ristians surrounded by 
all the blessings of civilization, having in 
their power wealth enough to Christianize 
every island on the globe, or those heathen 
natives of Tankey, without a single blessing 
of civilization, except a Bible, which no one 
could read ?—Alice M. Upton, Hartford. 
From The Record of Christian Work. 


: : . 
From the Platform 
By Philip. E. Howard ” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.— Our Father, 
we thank thee that thy vl veg Christ became 
brother and friend and Saviour, dwellitig among 
men for our saving, We thank thee that he 
counted himself a shepherd, and us as his flock, 
dealing patiently with our stupidity and way- 
wardness, enfolding us in loying care and ten- 
der mercy. We. rejoice because of his never- 
failing guidance, his strong, sure hand out- 
reached to hold us to the way of righteousness. 
In this Christmas season may we find joy in 
giving of our best to others, to the giving of our 
very selves in glad service, so walking in the 
footsteps of our Lord and ‘Master Jesus Christ. 

After the Lesson.—Two kinds of folks 
make up those who think about Christmas : 
the getters and the givers, ‘* What am I 
going to get?’’ is. the big thought with some. 
What am I going to give?’’ is the big 
thought with others. And some of us jump 
from one kind to the other so fast that we 
hardly know where we do belong. But let 
me ask you, What did those Wise-men do 
after they fell down and worshiped the child 
Jesus? Yes, they opened /Heir treasures and 
they offered unto him gifts. I wonder how 
many of us are opening up our treasures of 
money, and time, and strength, and young, 
splendid hope and courage, and are offering 
these gifts to the Lord Jesus to-day, Or are 
we thinking and praying about what we can 
get from him ? 
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The true Christmas spirit will write ‘‘ for’’ 
first; and if we ‘have fAaf thought about 
Jesus, we shall surely be in the right attitude 
toward those around us. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 
‘* Angels from the realms of glory." 
** O little town of Bethlehem !"’ 
‘* From the eastern mountains, pressing 
on they -come."’ 
‘* It came upon the midnight clear."’ 
** As with gladness men of old." 
** Jesus, the very thought of thee."’ 
‘* All my heart this night rejoices."’ 
‘* Christians, awake ! salute the happy 
morn." - 
(References in parentheses are to the old and new 
editions of the metrical Psalm book “ Sible Songs.”’) 
Psalm 2 : 5-9 (2 :5-9. 4: 1-4). 
Psalm 9 : 6-8, 11 (10: 6-8. 14 : 2-4). 
Psalm 24:: 7-10 (3% : 4,5. 49°: 1-3). 
Psalm 148 : 1-8 (223 : I-4. 323 : I-3). 
Psalm 150 : 1-4 (227 : 1-4. 328: 1-4). 


% 
Lesson Home-Readings 


The Birth of Christ 
(Christmas) 
. Herod's cruelty 
. . Wonderful ! 
Glory of Christ 
. . Light of the World 
Good tidings 
Sent to save 


M.—Maitt..2:1-t2. .. 
‘T.—Matt. 2 : 13-23... 
W.--—Isaiah 9:17... 
ye. eS re 
$688 jars TS B-das.! 3 
S.—Luke 2 : 8-20 
S.—1 John 4 : 1-14 
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Aunt Abby’s Home Department 
By Annie Trumbull Slosson 

| WAS just thinking that ’most everything 
had betn said about Christmas that could 
be said when Jane Little came in yester- 

day. She was speaking about the lesson, the 

| birth and the baby in the manger, and she 
| says, ‘*Oh, don’t it seem hard that even at 
| the very first he had to suffer so? No room 
| for him in the house, out in the stable, with 
| the creaturs, cold and neglected. Unhappy 
| from the very beginning !’’ she says. I cried 
| right out, ‘Oh, no, no, no! That ain’t'so ; 


ful. 








Ma couldn’t, Why I know I never 
could have borne to read or hear that story, 
his life, his suffering, his dying and all, if [ 
hadn’t always felt certain sure that any way 
there was one time he was happy and took 
care of and loved and petted. Mothered, 
that’s the best word.. How could it be the 
other way? Why, he had a mother! A good 
mother too, and a loving one. And I tell 


you that kind of mother would contrive 


some ways to keep a baby happy, a little, 
young baby like him, even if "twas winter 
and cold outdoors, There’s hymns about 
his suffering then, and I can’t bear to hear 
them. There’s that good old hymn Deacon 
Spooner’s always wanting sung Christmas 
time, ‘* Brightest and best.'? One verse 
saysy **Could on his cradle the dewdrops are 
shining.’”” My, my! Did the man that 
wrote that remember his mother, or ever 
watch his wife tending her baby? 

I was only a poor earthy mother myself 
when I had Danny, but do you suppose I’d 
ever have let damp and cold fall on him or 
his crib? No ma’am. How much more 
would that mother, chose by the Lord him- 
self to bring up that blessed baby, how much 
more would she keep him close and warm 
and happy!  Mebbe she knew what was 
coming to him after a spell; mebbe she 
didn’t. If she did—oh, how she would 
cuddle and pet and hold tight that little 
body, those teeny hands and feet, some day 
to— I can’t talk about it, I just can’t,. Oh, 
I hope, I hope she didn’t know, [I don’t 


believe she did, Mothers can’t ever think. 


any bad thing is coming to their baby, their 
little, soft, helpless baby, can they? 

And the baby didn’t know. I think he 
was just like other babies. If he was made 
man, he was made a baby, too. And ’most 
all he knew those. days was his mother’s 
loving face bent.over him, his mother’s soft 
warm arms ’round him. What did he care 
that they wouldn’t have them in the inn, 
that he was outside and among the cattle? 
Hay and straw are real soft and sweet- 
smelling, just dried grass of the field he often 
talked about afterward. And the gentle, 
soft-eyed cows didn’t trouble him a mite, I’m 
stire, ‘No, that time he was a baby in his 
mother’s arms was the one time in all his 


, sorrowtul life when he was happy, all happy- 


right through... And I’m.so glad, so thank- 
I don’t know when he began to know 
whiat he really was and what he’d come for 
and ‘what ‘was to be. Even when he was 
twelve year old mebbe he didn’t realize all 
of it, though such a wonderful little lad. But 
I’m sure and so glad that ’t any rate even 
now. where he is there’s just one short spell 
of his life in this world that he can think of 
as good and sweet and beautiful, and that 
was ‘his little life in his mother’s.arms in the 
old stable of Bethlehem. 


New York Ciry. 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


LAN a joyous, happy session to close 
the year’s lessons, remembering that 
yesterday was Christmas. 

I hope you all had a good time yesterday, 
a real merry Christmas, and that you re- 
ceived pretty and useful gifts. If I asked 
you to write on slips of paper what you re- 
ceived and what you gave, which list would 
be longer? Instead of that, as this is the 
last Sunday of the old year, suppose you take 
time this afternoon to write down the good 
things which God has sent into your life this 
year, just as our chorus says : 


** Count your blessings, name them one by one; 
Count your blessings, see what God has 
one.”’ 


If you cannot write, ask somebody to do it 
for you, and bring the list next Sunday. 

A few Sundays ago we learned, ‘It is 
more blessed to give than to receive.’’ I 
believe we all enjoyed Christmas better be- 
cause we brought our gifts to make some one 
else happy. (Report what you did as a class 
in Christmas giving.) 

We have often repeated that ‘* Every good 
gift and every perfect gift is from above, and 
cometh down from the Father.’’ As we 
think of God's good gifts through the year it 


makes us feel like singing, ‘* Praise God | 


it couldn’t be, couldn’t ever be,-Pai-‘Sure.’’ | from whom all blessings flow.’’ 


DeCembek Ii, 1YyO9 


I wonder if a has come ‘into any of 
your homes since as a year- ago. 
(Refer to such names on your Cradle Roll.) 

How many people were glad because a 
baby came to your home? (The children 
will suggest relatives and friends.) “What 
would you think of a baby who came to make 
the whole world glad? ~ 

Only a few knew it at first, but they told 
others, and the news kept spreading until 

le have heard about him all over the 
world. What was the baby’s name? Just 
what the angel had told his mother to call 
him. ** And thou shalt call his name Jesus, 
for he shall save his people from their sins.’’ 

Of all God’s good gifts, that baby was the 
best, and because he came people are glad 
to remember Christmas Day. : 


** In another land and time, 
ng ago and far away, 
Was a little baby born 
On that first glad Christmas Day."’ 

When a baby came to the home of the 
king of Spain he was watched and guarded 
day and night, because his life was so precious. 
If he lives to - grow up he may be king.«f 
Spain some day, 

‘The baby Jesus was to be king of the whole 
world, Angels watched-and guarded: him in 
his little manger bed. Some Wise-men who 
heard that he was born traveled a long way 
to see him. They went first to the great city 
of Jerusalem, for they expected to find him 
in the king’s palace, so they asked, ‘* Where 
is he that is born King of the Jews ?’’ . 

Do you remember what guided these Wise- 
men to find the baby? As they followed the 
star it went before them, until it came and 
stood over where the young child was. 


‘* Under the stars, one holy night, 
A little babe was born; : 

Over his head:a star shone bright, 

And glistened till the morn."’ 


--From “ Carols.” 


(Show the picture.) The Wise-men' are 
kneeling, for when they saw the baby with 
Mary, his mother, they worshiped him. Bach 
one’ holds something in his ands, the gifts 
of their treasures of gold and sweet perfumes. 
Isn’t it a‘beautiful custom that people have 
chosen Christmas..as.a time for presenting 
Gifts? -**God s6' loved ‘thé world that he 
gave his only Son ”—Jesus, * * = 

Next Sunday, the first of ‘the happy New 
Véat, we will learn ‘some more: about the 
coming of Jestis to‘live ‘on the‘earth; Sing : 
** Joy to the world, the Lord is come.’’ 

Cuicaco, Itt. : 
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My Class of Girls 
By Margaret Slattery 


EMEMBER,; Unless the year’s work 
has prepared the class to feel deeper 
love and reverence for the Child in the 

manger cradle, it has not accomplished its 
real purpose. 

I opened the lesson by reading from ‘* Ben 
Hur ”’ the description of the birth of Christ, 
beginning, ‘‘ The night, like most nights 
of the winter season in the hill country,’’ 
etc. As I closed with the familiar verse, 
**Glory to God in the highest and on earth 
peace, good-will toward men,’’ they were 
very quiet. 

How long ago was it? I asked. I ex- 
plained very briefly about the fixing of the 
date. (See Professor Kamsay’s article, on 
page 646 in this issue of The Sunday School 
‘Times. ) 

What do you know about Bethlehem ? 
Why were Joseph and Mary there? I told 
them a little of the prophecies concerning 
the coming of the Messiah; something of 
the conditions of the great Roman world ; a 
little of the astrologers and Wise-men. 

Then I asked suddenly, ** What if he had 
not come, this Christ, first a baby held close 
in his mother’s arms, then a strong, beauti- 
ful boy, a: wonderful man, healing sick, lame, 
blind, and sinful, and at last dying bravely 
and courageously on the cross, buried in the 
sepulcher, and then on that glorious morn- 
ing risitig from the dead to go back to his 
Father. What if he had not come?’’ The 
question staggered them for a moment, and 
I repeated it slowly that they might take it 
in. Then they said, ‘I would not like to 
think of the world without Christ.’’ ‘*It 
would be a very different world.’’ ‘‘We 
should all be heathen.’’ ‘*We wouldn’t 
have any Christmas.’’ ‘‘ There wouldn't be 
any churches,’’ etc. 
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LESSON FOR DEC. 26 (Matt. 2: 1-12) 


BOOKS FOR. 
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** Tell Me A True Story” - 
By Mary Stewart 
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and others.  Iustrated, net $1.25." 
Margaret Sangster’s Autobiography 
From My Youth Up 
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. There a 
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Quiet Talks on Home Ideals 


Over Half @ Million Copies of Quiet Talks” 
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Cloth, net 75 \e 
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ter of the Living. Neweil 
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Missionary Studies 
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pecially for circulation among Sunday-school 
scholars. y are issued in three series, and 
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Junior and Senior. 
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jistall-l stand beside the Child.. Speak to! my 
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( Continued from preceding page) 


itals have disappe 
homes for the friendless, the poor or the or- 
phaned children. At last the awful fact 
dawns upon him that the Christ has not 


come, the world is without him still, and he |. 


has no words of comfort or hope to speak to 
suffering men. —In the midst of his sorrow he 
awakes to find it all a dream. 
icture of the Christ Child over the mantle, 
lly and Christmas gifts on the table, the 
New Testament open on his knee, and the 
sound of Christmas carols stealing through the 
window. It is all true! He Aas come! 

I said the best part of it all to me at this 
Christmas time was that every one of my 
girls loved him. That we all were working 
and planning to help him give peace and joy 
to the world. That he would not be left cut 
of our Christmas day, but that we would 


; there are no} 


There is the |. 
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Little Talks from Pell’s Notes—No. Z 


Uf you want something different, read Dr. Pell. 


**As I was about to remark last month 
when the printer cut me off, that Bible of 
yours. is wonderfully like a man. To know 
a man you must know something of his 
body, of course, but nobody ever learned 
a man by counting his bones, or inserting 
an electric light in his ears, or studying the 
wart on his nose. So, in order to know 
the Bible one must know something of its 
physical side—the historical, geographical 
and other facts which compose its skeleton 
and covering—but we can never learn the 
Bible by counting the references, or search- 
ing it for curiosities, or tracing out the wan- 
derings of the children of Israel on the map. 
The Bible, like a man, has a soul as well as 
a body, and the soul of the Bible is the real 





stop to remember that all of it—the happi- 
ness, the good times, the surprises, al! of it | 
was ours because he came to little Bethlehem | 
in the silence of that night so long ago. | 
(Had there been.any girls.not calling them- | 
selves Christians 1 should have made a direct | 
appeal here. ) 
‘This is the last time I shall meet the class 
as teacher, and I spoke a few personal words | 
as to future work and effort. I gave each | 
girl a copy beautifully printed on white card- 
board of the following prayer, asking them 
to bow their heads and read it aloud with me, | 
and the lesson closed. 


** A CHRISTMAS PRAYER.”’ 
O God, my Father, looking up at the shining 
stars of the cold December sky, I remember, the 
tient mother and the rock-hewn manger in 
owly Bethlehem where lay cradled thy Love 
for the world. In the shadows of the silent 


soul as I waite1 pray.thee.. Let: the trusting, 
loving spirit of the Chud steal.into my life until™ 
it calms all anxious fears and soothes. all bitter- 
ness and pain. . ree ates ta 

In willing surrendér and’ passionate longing: 
let me take the Christ Child ‘to ‘my heart! that 
henceforth I may Live as He lived; Love as he 
loved, and following in His footsteps bring Help 
to the needy, ‘Courage to the weak,, Comfort to 
the sorrowing and: Hope to the lost,. Amen. 

“ The Birthday of Hope,”* by: J., D. Jones, is pub- 
lished by the Fleming H,. Revell Co., New York. 
(Christmas edition, 35 cents). 


Fitcusurc, Mass. 
. 4 


My Class of Boys 
By Eugene C. Foster 


OW, indeed, may the lesson of the birth 

of Christ be made interesting to a 

class of boys who have studied it over 

aud over before, who have become familiar 
with its details through frequent repetitions 
at various Christmas exercises in all the years 
they have been at Sunday-school? For, 
after all, one of the very things which chal- 
lenges our best efforts as teachers is familiar- 
ity with some of the better known passages. 

Well, first of all, there is the prophetic 
side of our study. Gathering together a 
number of the prophecies relating to Christ’s 
coming, and the effect of his coming on the 
world, a fine’ study for older boys is made 
possible by comparing prophecy with fulfil- 
ment. This easily consumes all the lesson 
time. 

There, too, is the study of conditions in 
the world at the time Christ came—such as 
may be found in a little book entitled, ‘‘ In 
the Time of Jesus.’’ It is positively irterest- 
ing to a class of thinking boys, say of high- 
school age, then to study the background of 
social and political conditions at the time of 
Christ’s advent. 

Logically there may be a comparison be- 
tween conditions nineteen hundred years ago 
and now, in so far as.these conditions may 
be said to have been altered by the fact ot 
Christ’s coming. There are numerous lines 
of comparison which suggest themselves, 
such as the extent of philanthropy or thought 
and plans for the needy,:the march of civil- 
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(Continued from preceding page) 
izing influences, the difference in the status 
of woman, the raising of moral ideals, the 
thought for childhood life. © a. 2" 
Not an uninteresting result maybe secured 
by letting several boys retell the story in Mat- 


careful to get’into the story every little detail, 
Personally, I never teach this particular 
lesson that I do not have as my closing 


thought the If ,all the world bri 
one this ‘King. what shall my gift be? 





CONDUCTING THE CLASS SESSION, 


ITH the next lesson we begin a year’s 
study of the life of Jesus as related 
in the Gospel according to Matthew. 

It is important to make this Christmas les- 
son a part of the course, letting it cover all 
that the Gospel had to say regarding Jesus 
before he was ready for consecration to the 
active ministry. 

Begin the lesson by drawing from the class 
with little delay the general contents of the 
first two chapters of Matthew. They analyze 
naturally into five or six sections, to each of 
which a descriptive heading mey be given, 
such as the genealogy of: Jesus, his real 
origin and his significant name, his varied 
reception when born, the flight of his parents 
to Egypt, etc. Since the ground to be cov- 
ered in this lesson is unusually large, and the 
time on Christmas Sunday for teaching is apt 
to be shortened, it will be well to give it 
consideration by sections, in some such way 
as the following: 

The genealogy of Jesus (1 21-17). With 
whom does this Gospel link the name of 
eae When the class replies ** With Abra- 

am,’’ call attention to the culmination of 
Luke’s genealogy (Luke 3 : 38) in God, and 
ask why the first Gospel started with Abra- 
ham. Whatever reasons may be given, do 
not fail to sum up withthe word that this is 
a Gospel of the Messiah, who-was the son of 
David. and of the seed of Abraham, The 





| Messiah needed no further accotihting to a 


Jewish mind. Then raise the question why 
the Gospel. should. begin with, a genealogy. 
‘Even De Bruce called ‘i of 

to a gospel.’” Dr, Horton, on the contrary; 
declares that for one who uses the Old Testa- 
ment to interpret it, this seetion of the Gos- 
pel is ‘‘ all alive with interest, fills us with 
praise and brings us to our_knees.’’ It is 
one way of declaring Christ’s real humanity, 
of linking him with the splendid religious 
achievements in the Old Testament. __ 

The real origin of Jesus and his significant 
name (% : 18-25). There is no question that 
this Gospel (vs. 18,°20) and the Gospel of 
Luke (1 : 35) declare explicitly the Divine 
ere of Jesus.- Horton rightly declares, 

owever, that this beautiful truth is ‘* not the 
foundation but the coping-stone of the edifice 
of faith. The divinity of Jesus rests really 
on his moral and spiritval.character.’’ His 
disciples had come to a conclusion regarding 
his Messiahship long: before they knew the 
facts recorded in this paragraph. Two ques- 
tions may profitably be raised. Ask the class 
to characterize Joseph—as herein described. 
Discuss also the full significance of the name 
**Jesus.”” It means ‘“*Saviour,’’? and how 
much more? 

The varied effect of his coming into the 
world (2: 1-12). Call attention to the four 
sets of actors—the Wise-men, Herod, the re- 
ligious leaders, and the people of Jerusalem ; 
and bring out the attitude of each to the 
Christ-child. 

The flight of the family of Joseph to 
Egypt (2 : 13-15). Ask what common ele- 
ment there was in God’s loving call of Israel 
out of Egyptian bondage into freedom (Hos. 
| 18 : 1) and his provision of security for the 
holy family in Egypt. Egypt was in both 
cases a refuge, and the emergence into Pal- 
estine an opportunity for ‘spiritual service. 
|. The massacre of the little ones in Bethle- 
hem (2: 16-18). A tragic incident, but an 
everyday affair in Herod’s career of blood- 
shed, and very much the sort of measure to 

| be expected: from him. The sorrow of Beth- 
j lehem called to mind.that earlier sorrow, 
| given voice. by Jeremiah, 
The return to Nasareth(2 : 19-23). Thus 
| Jesas became ‘‘ tke Nazarene.’’ What two 
meanings—one geographical, one personal— 
dogs the term convey? 





thew 2 : 1-12 to determine who is the most | 





The Adult Bible Class—t, President Frank K. ditions D.D. 


it “a dry beginning |, 
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And I like to put the quéstion squarely : Can 
I give an i 


ything to him- so as my 
and allits powers? Shall I give to every 


one else this Christmas, and not make this. 
acceptable gift to Jesus, my Saviour? 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 

“I, Read the lesson text. 2. Were John 
and Jesus related? (Luke 1: 36.) 3, Who 
went to hear John preach? 4, What was 
his message? (v. 2.) 5. To whom did John 


refer in verse 11? 
Derroit, MicH. 


How the Advent of Jesus Was Greeted, and Its Significance (Matt. 1, 2) 


The lesson may be driven home by the 
rapid discussion of the following topics : 

The World That Jesus Entered. What 
motive led to the opposition he experienced 
at birth? What element in humanity natu- 
rally opposes all that Jesus represents ? 

Those Who Welcomed Him. What sort 
of scholars ‘were they? What other sets of 
people are mentioned in the New Testament 
as receiving Jesus gladly (Luke 2: 20; John 
1:12, 13)? 

The Treasures They Brought. What are 
the modern a of the gifts which the 
Wise-men laid at the feet of Jesus ? ; 

The Herods of the Twentieth Century. Vf 
Jesus were to be born to-day, what Herods 
would seek to destroy him? 

A Nazarene. In what sense must every 
true follower of Jesus become a Nazarene? 

Jesus, the Christ. How would we put into 
a few phrases the impressions of these two 
chapters regarding him? 


Books THAT May Be Usep. 


The Sunday School Times Co. announces a 
booklet by Dr. Sanders that promises to be 
one of the most useful of its publications 
Gost sane **How to Make the Most of the 
Year the. Gospel According to Matthew,!’ 
In it he shows the unique purpose of Matthew 
and gives a working outline of the entire Gospel 
that will enable any.who will.to master the 


book. - He follows this with a large list of the 


best books on the subject, tells how to make 


‘the most profitable use of thesejweekly articles 
inthe Times, and closes with a section on 
‘* The. Secret of .Profitable Bible Study,’’ The 


booklet is gotten up in specially attractive 
form, and may be ordered at 10 cents, postpaid. 


The commentaries on Matthew of Abbott, 
Broadus, and Schaff are excellent: Four 


“tecent ones are noteworthy: that by Bruce 


in the Expositor’s Greek Testament, by Allen 
in the International Critical Commentary, by 
Horton, ** A Devotional Commentary on St. 
Matthew,”’ and the volume in the New Cen- 
tury Bible. 


DAILY HOME READINGS ON NExT LESSON, 


This daily home work is for every member of 
the class, and for the leader as well. It offers 
an inviting, simple, yet systematic and thor- 
ough preparation on the coming lesson, while 


the daily readings may also be used for devo- | 


tional meditation. and as selections for family 
worship. If faithfully used, this plan will lead 
one into an apereniecen and enjoyment of the 
lessons possible in no other way 

Monday.—Read Matthew 3: 1-12. No- 
tice the clear condition which John declared 
must precede the establishment of the King- 
dom of Heaven. Sincere and strong as John 
was, spiritually, would you accept his defini- 
tion of the work of Jesus in verses I1, 12 as 
complete ? 

Tuesday.— Read Luke 3 : 1-18, especially 
the portions not found in Matthew ; for ex- 
ample, 3 : 1, 2, 6, 10-14. How did John de- 
fine true repentance? Would vou or I fare 
better than the multitudes, the publicans, and 
the soldiers, if we faced him with their ques- 
tion ? ‘ } 

Wednesday.— Read Luke 1 : 5-25, 39-45. 
Study the portrait of those who were to be 
the parents of the forerunner of Jesus. Read 
verse 45 according to the Revised Version 
margin. Under what conditions does one’s 
belief become a means of blessing ? 

Thursday.— Read Luke 1 : 57-80, the 
story of the birth and christening of John. 


What was the meaning of the name given to | 
| the babe? 


How did Zacharias define his 
work ? 

Friday.—Read Isaiah 40 : 3-8; Malachi 
3: 1-6. How accurately did these prophets 
express what John actually attempted? Can 
any age receive salvation without a purging 
out of evil? 

Saturday.— Read Matthew If : I-19, 


which gives a later estimate by Jesus of his | 


loved forerunner. What was it that put an 


( Continued on next page, second solumn) 
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The Young People’s 
_ Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, December 26. 
Our Responsibility for Home and ._ 
Foreign Missions (Matt, 28:..)- 
' 16-20). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MON.—A missionary kingdom (Neh. 8: 


sogn 8 

TuES.—The church the world’s Good Sa- 
maritan (Luke 10: 25-37). 

WED.—Mis-ionary commands (Psa. 119: 
2-8 


THUR.—A serious task (Ezek. 3 : 16-21). 

FRi.—No shirking (jonah 1 : 1-3 ; 3: 1-4). 

SatT.—The imperative Go (1 Cor. 9:16: 
Matt. 9 : 35-38). 











Show how the higher type is responsible for 
elevating the lower. 


Is God's call a call to the whole church ? 


Show that the church is a missionary insti- 
tution. 


HE gospel of Christ was not given for a 
few, for one race or nation. It was 
given for all mankind equally. If it is 

good for one man it is good for all men, and 
it was intended as truly for all.men as for 
one man. Each'man is.entitied to know of 
it because all mien have a right to know of it, 


Any ideq that-it belongs more’ to: one: peo- 
ple than anofher, that one ‘people need it 
|.more than another, or should be given more 
of it than another, és a false idea which? will 
inevitably react upon those’ who: try to _mo- 


everywhere. 


We have no right. to sit in our own houses 
or churches and listen to the comfortable 
word of the gospel and its music and look at 
the flowers which God has made .and which 
adorn his church, and think that that is all 
there is of Christianity, Are, there any 
slums in ourtown? Are there any neglected 
homes? Are there any children whom no 
one is teaching of the love of God and of 
human duty? - Well, we have: no gospel of 
Christ if we de nothing forthem. ‘The gos- 
pel of Christ is not bread for self-indulgence. 
It is food forthe starving, and if what we 
have is the real gospel we will find ourselves 
irresistibly led out to carry it to all those 
round about us who are without it. 


And the obligation is not to our neighbor 
only. Or rather it is to our neighbors, all 
men.’ For all men are our neighbors. It is 
‘told of a narrow-souled old Christian that he 
rejected the foreign mission duty on the 
ground that he was under no obligation save 
tohis neighbors. ‘* Who is your neighbor? ”’ 


number to the lowest compass, he replied, 
‘*The man whose land touches mine.” 
**Well,”? he was asked, ‘‘and how deep 
does your land run?’’? He was not aman to 
relinquish anything and he claimed to the 
center of the earth. ‘‘ Just so,’’ was the an- 
swer, ‘‘and there the lands of every other 
Jandholder on earth touch yours.’’ There 
is no escape from the universal sweep of the 
law of missionary responsibility. 

We dare not enjoy a gospel which we will 
not share. 

The last command of Christ shows clearly 
how Jesus regarded the missionary duty. 
He meant to make it unmistakably clear to 
his disciples to the end of the time that hav- 
ing involves sharing; and that each disciple 
has the duty of increasing the number of dis- 
ciples. The last command did not create 
the missionary duty. It simply revealed and 
declared it as lying in the very nature of 
Christianity, in the character of God whe 
sent it to men, and in the need of all men 
for what the gospel alone provides. 

Shall we be faithful or faithless in our 
| duty? 
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= indispensable by all who have ever used it, @ 


Cloth, price, $1.25, postpaid 
JA. W. A. WILDE COMPANY, 225 ",2 norton 
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The Calendar Hunt Is Now On 


but you needn’t hunt far. Here are two pointers. 
you time and trouble and expense. 


10 cents 
The Sunday-School Calendar is exactly the thing to give to any 
Sunday-school friend, or to a class or school. It contains choice 
quotations, the date, title, location, and Golden Text of each Inter- 
national Sunday-school lesson of the month, and a daily Bible- 
reading reference under each day's ‘date. Price, zo cents each; 
$1.00 a dozen; $8.00 a hundred, postpaid. ” 


35. cents 


The Bible Readers’ Calendar is a pad calendar in a metal raised 
frame’ for use on table or desk. There are morning and evening 
quotations with memorandum space between. Price, 35 cents, 
postpaid. 





They will save 
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This is the Butcher of Spotiess Towa, _ 
His tools are bright as his renown. 
.| To leave them stained were indiscreet, 

’ For folks would then abstain from meat, 
And so he brightens his trade you know, 
By polishing with SAPOLIO. 


There is no a pees like cleanly 
veg eat a at is why the But- 
cher keeps his tools and every part of 
his shop spick and span, It’s as true 
of the home: shining cooking utensils 
and table furniture give a relish to the 
plainest meal, and a cake of 


SAPOLIO 


in plain sight guarantees that every 
thing about the kitchen will be clean 
as a new penny. 




















For Children 


—Under & years 
—Between & and 10 rs 
~—Between 10 and 15 years 


Start a Home Library this year for 
the children. 


Let ang foundation be a few good 
w 


"Glcbe2Wery icke 


Bookcase Unit 
We furnish lists of the ‘‘World’s 
Best Books’’ for “‘Kiddies’’ as well as 
“Grown-ups’’ — besides an art cata- 
logue replete with interesting planus 
for the home. 
Wri 8.T. teday for both 
oP + ay dent free, 
The Globe “Weenicke Co., 
Cincinnati, U. S. A. 





3 New Members 
of the Times 
Book Family 


How to Speak Without ‘Notes 

Ky Roner E. Speer. A clear, brief, practical ad- 
dress by one of the strongest, most experienced 
public speakers of our time. 20 cents. 


| 

Knowing and Teaching the 

By the Rev, A. F. Scuaurriger; D.D., Chairman 
of the International Lesson Committee. How to 
study the child; how to do blackboard work ; how 
to use hand-work in sagelaea £2 cha by M.S. 
Littlefield) ; the teacher’s work outside the school ; 
the conversion ahd culture of the scholar; all in 
brief, practical chapters in a hand-book that every 
teacher should have. 580 cents; 


Happy Hours for the Boys and Girls | folks in 
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‘| told them stories’ about the time he was a 


| couraged, I saw that light,’’ and he. pointed 





| nearest neighbor. 





| 


By the Rev. PD. E. Lewis. A book for all who | 


have wanted to teach children and young people 


by means of blackboard or slate work, and who | 


have never had access to plain and easily work- 


} 


able suggestions for such teaching. A book for | 
leaders of junior societies, teachers, superintend- | 


ents, pastors, parents. Fully illustrated with dia- 
grams, etc. 580 cents. 

THE_SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 WALNUT STREET, = + 


HILADELPHIA, PA, | 


| Children at Home | 


The Light in the Window | 
By Mary E. Q. Brush 


HE leading to.the little Dakota 
pate was all covered with snow when 
Archie and his sister Essie came home 

from school, It was stil! snowing hard, too, 
—the little sharp-cornered pellets that hurt 
one’s cheek. * 

**'Teacher was afraid that there was going 
to be a blizzard, so she let us out early,’ 
Essie explained to her mother as the latter 
met them at the door. ‘And we didn’t 
even speak our Christmas pieces.’’ 

‘** Well, I don’t care much,’’ Archie broke 
in crossly, ‘* Thing aren’t very Christmasy 
here anyhow ; every year we've had a tree 
all fixed up nice—a nice spruce or pine or 
hemlock— but goodness me ! we’d have to go 
miles and miles out here to see even ateenty, 
tawnty cottonwood or scrub-oak!’’ and as 
he unwound the red tippet from his neck 
Archie gazed gloomily through the one win- 
dow out on the wide, white plain, treeless 
and lonely. - 

** Well, well, we must make the best of 
things,’’ said mama cheerily as she opened 
the oven-door and took outa panful of golden- 
brown molasses cookies. ‘*We’ve got lots 
to be thankful for; shelter and food ; good | 
crops this year ; and we all love one another, | 
and then too, papais getting so much | 
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Among all the bonds that we handle, 
‘there are none so attractive to men who 
know, as Irrigation bonds. 

These are among the reasons: 

Irrigation bonds are secured by firs 
liens on the most fertile farm lands in 
America. anne 

The liens are given by individual land 
owners in yment for water rights. 
The'water immediately multiplies the 
land's value. The first rom the 
land will usually pay the whole lien, and 
sometimes by several times over. 

The liens are conservative. Bonds 
are ‘rarely issued to more than one- 
fourth the land’s value. 

The liens are paid off in- annual in- 

stalments, so the indebtedness con- 
stantly decreases. 
' The bonds are additionally secured 
by a first mortgage on all the property 
which the Irrigation Company owns. 
So we have a corporation, with large 
interests at stake, to guard against any 
delinquencies. 


Some Are Municipal 


Some Irrigation bonds are issued by 





stronger out here in the pure, dry air.” | organized districts, the same as School 


‘But everything is so different from our | bonds, 


home in the East,’’ pouted Archie ‘* The out- 
doors is so big and: lonesome and—and— 





Such bonds form a tax lien on 
|all the taxable property in the com- 
munity. They form a high grade of 


: : } ; i 
why, Essie and I were wondering as we came | ™Unicipal security. 


home whether even Santa Claus would get | tee, <4 . 
That'd be just awful? | under the ** Carey Act.” Such projects, 


lost on the prairie. 


Other Irrigation bonds are issued 


‘* And I told Archie,” Essie put in with an | until they are completed and turned 


air of importance, ‘*I told Archie that we’d 
better put a lamp in the window like sailor- 
mens’ wives do hor their husbands.’’ 

 ** Well, I don’t see any harm in. that,’ and 
mama Arnold smiled. ‘'An. extra. lamp 
would make things more cheerful inside as 
well as out.’ 

So the lighted was ed on the 
window-sill and” its ‘bright yellow” gleam 
shone out into the veil of falling flakes. 

Archie and Essie sat up a little later than 
usual because‘it was Christmas Eve, and then, 
too, mama let’ them. pop some corn and papa 


drummer-boy in the army. Suddenly, there 
came a loud’ knock at the door, and when 
mama Arnold opened it, in walked Mr. 
Johnson, one of their neighbors, 

He looked like a big walking snow-man, 
so powdered was he with the white flakes. 


| over to settlers, are under the constant 
supervision of the State Engineer and 
State Land Beard. 

Behind every Irrigation bond that we 
handle there is ample and ideal security. 


Six Per Cent 


Irrigation bonds pay six pereent inter- 
est. That is a higher rate than can now 
be obtained on any large class of bonds 
based on equal security. — 





. Fhe demand for i ted land, be- 
cause of its enormous ility, .greatly 
exceeds the supply. Irrigation projects 
are profitable; and, if rightly conducted, 
are free from risk. So there is at 
demand for money to help finance 
projects, and six per cent is paid to 
obtain it. 


$100—$500—$1,000 

Irrigation bonds are issued in series, 
some due in two years, some in twelve 
years, some due every year between. 
One may make long-time or short-time 
investments. Every bond paid off in- 
creases the security back of the rest. 

They are issued in denominations of 
$100, $5co and $1,000, so they appeal to 
both small investors and large. 
’ Irrigation bonds have become the 
most popular bonds that we handle. 
They are the safest six per cent bonds 
that we know. 


73 Issues Sold 


In the past’ 1§ years we have soid 
73 separate issues of Drainage and Irri- 
ation bonds, based on farm lien secur- 
ity. Not a dollar of loss has resulted to 
any investor, s 
We are how the largest dealers in 
bonds of this class. We have our own 
engineers and attorneys to 4 pare on evéry 
detail. . An officer of our Company con- 
stantly resides in.the irrigated .sections, 
watching the projects we finance. 
Because ofthese facilities: we get 
our pick of these bonds. There are 
very few issues which are not offered 
tous. : : 
We have now written a book based 
on all this experience. It will give you 








~@ clear idea of all that pertains to Irri- 


gation and. Irrigation nds.: Every 
investor; small, or large, owes to himself 
its perusal... The book will be sent on 
request. 





January Investments 





For January investors we have on 


hand 100 varieties of bonds. . They in- 


And he was so tired that he had to sit down | clude Municipal, Public Utility, Water 


while he was being brushed off. 





**T started to walk home from: town,’’ he 
puffed, ‘‘and then the snow eame down so | 
thick that it made me sort of lose my way, | 
then just as I was about petered out an’ dis- 


to the lamp in the window. 

** Well, putting it there was the children’s 
idea,’’ said mama Arnold. ‘*They were 
disappointed about not having a Christmas- 
tree this year and they didn’t want Santa 
Claus to fail them by getting lost out on the 
prairie,”’ 

‘*Oho!’’ Mr, Johnson exclaimed. ‘* That 
was a bright idee an’ a mighty lucky one for 
me! But say, I left something outside your 
door, Mrs. Arnold ; it belongs here ; the man 
over at the Wells Fargo Express office asked 
me to bring it with me, knowing I was your 
I’d planned to take it to 
my home and fetch it over in the morning, 
but it seems [ lit here first.’’ 

He opened the door; there was a soft 
rustling—a fresh, woodsy smell—a vision of 
a dark-green, feathery something ! 

**Oh—oo!”’’ cried Archie. 

**Oh—ee !’’ squealed Essie. 

For there, before their eyes, was the dear- 
est little spruce- tree. 

Only two feet high, to be’sure, but still a 
real, beautiful tree. _** There’s an express- 
tag on it; guess’it-was sent by some pe prec 
the East,’’ said .Mr. Johnson, 
**Glad it got here in time for Christmas.”’ 

‘*But it wouldn’t if we hadn’t put the 
lamp in the window, ’’ chimed, Archie and 
Essie, as, hand in ‘hand, they danced around 
the little tree and buried their small noses in 
its green fragrance. 


Power, Corporation and Irrigation 


Bonds. . Please ask for our list. Cut 


| out this reminder so you won’t forget. 





om ” o 
cl Niwverbe: 
First National Bank Building, Chicago 


50 Congress Street 111 Broadway 
Boston New York 
Please send your free book on Irrigation Bonds 
and list of other securities, 


Name 
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First National Bank Bidg. Sroutridge ENiweree 50 Congress St., Busten 
Chicago tus Broadway, New York 
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Are 


Grained Cloth. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 





HERKIMER, N. Y. 
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Prepared for 19102 


Send for a sample copy of 


The Good News 


aceret BY MATTHEW (American Standard Version) 
lyzed and Interpreted by Type and Topic 


By Withert W. White, president Bibie Teachers’ Training School 


Designed to aid the average reader in grasping the thought of the Evangelist. 
Every Teacher and Scholar in every Sunday-s¢hool should have a copy of this 
book. Send for your supply now in order to have them ready for use January 2. 
Title stamped in white on side. 
Price 5 Cents, or 6 Cents per Copy, Postpaid 
Limp leather, round corners, red edge, 25 cents. 
For sale by all Booksellers, or ‘ 
37 A East 18th Street, New York 
BIBLE PUBLISHERS FOR OVER FIFTY YEARS 


You 


about the Son 
of Abraham 


Size 334 5 % inches. 


Limp leather, interleaved, 50 cents. 























